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RECENT HISTORIOGRAPHY OF THE
ORIGINS OF THE MEXICAN WAR
THOMAS BENJAMIN

THE ORIGINS of the United States war with Mexico continue to
interest students of American and Mexican history, in large part
because it is a subject as controversial and perplexing today as it
was for Democrats and Whigs in the spring of 1846. The recent
literature on the Mexican War is not as abundant as it is in certain
other areas, such as the Mexican Revolution, where there is disagreement among historians. The quality of recent Mexican War
scholarship, however, far outweighs its numerical inferiority. The
recent scholarship, in fact, has substantially improved the character of the traditional historiography.l
Traditional historiographical divisions still persist, although recent interpretations are less rigidly defined and are more
sophisticated and complex. Mexican scholars have begun to move
from their nationalistic and defensive interpretations to examinations of domestic causes of the war. The slave-power conspiracy
thesis which was used to explain expansionism in the Southwest as
a southern plot to add new slave states to the union, has largely
disappeared. The Whig thesis, which maintained that President
James K. Polk actively plotted his way to war, as well as the PolkDemocratic thesis which placed the burden of responsibility for
the war on Mexico, are alive and well in the recent historiography.
A final group of studies all but defy categorization. The authors of
these books grapple with the difficult issues to form new conclusions which are neither Whig nor Democratic, anti-Mexican nor
unabashedly pro-United States.
Unfortunately few recent studies have been written on the subject of the essential motivations that underlay expansionism on the
part of the United States in the 1840s; Beginning students of the
0028-6206/79/0700-0169$01.30/0
© Regents, University of New Mexico
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Mexican War should first refer to Norman A. Graebner's examination of the commercial push for a Pacific coastline and Frederick
Merk's study of the crusading ideology of American expansionism,
Manifest Destiny. The best recent synthesis on the subject is
William Goetzmann's short monograph of the romantic impulse
for expansion. To Goetzmann "the motivation for American continental expansion was more complex than simple greed." It was a
compound of agrarian cupidity, mission, the desire for trade,
racial prejudice, and a basic sense of insecurity. 2
The intent of this article is to survey this recent historiography
on both sides of the border since the mid-1960s, reporting on continuing trends and new interpretations.
The early Whig interpretation of the causes of the war focused
on the ambitions, cunning, and partisanship of James K. Polk.
This theme of personality responsibility was from the beginning,
however, tied to the theme of a manipulative slavocracy seeking to
expand the territorial base of slavery. 3 Authors of the recent
studies of the Whig persuasion have stopped paying serious attention to the slavocracy conspiracy interpretation and squarely lay
responsibility for the war on President Polk. 4 The more critical
view which posits that Polk consciously plotted his way to war
was first seriously researched in the 1930s by Richard Stenberg. 5
Stenberg argues that Commodore Robert F. Stockton and several
other American citizens in the Republic of Texas were under
secret orders from Polk to persuade the Texan government to attack the Mexican forces along the Rio Grande so that the United
States could "annex a war" as well as the new state to the Union. a
Stenberg also maintains that Polk sought to incite Americans in
California to revolt against Mexican rule and then seek American
protection and annexation. 7
Glenn W. Price takes up the Stenberg thesis with new vigor and
research. S Price argues that when the Polk-Stockton war plan
failed, Polk was forced to use the Texas-Mexican boundary confusion to provoke war. The primary question and most difficult
problem of Price's book is not documenting what Stockton sought
to do in Texas, which is beyond dispute, but linking his activities
to Presidential authorization. Price is clearly aware of the difficulty this presents. He notes that the trail linking Stockton to Polk

BENJAMIN: RECENT HISTORIOGRAPHY

171

"was deliberately and carefully hidden."9 The fascinating problem posed by this book is that of who to believe and how to interpret the ambiguous primary sources.
Price, as had Stenberg thirty years earlier, relies heavily upon
Anson Jones's own account of Texan history (written five years
after the Stockton affair) and accepts it as valid. 1o Jones, the last
president of Texas, accused Polk of "inducing me to the responsibility of provoking and bringing [war with Mexico] about." I 1
Price fails to question Jones's intent in writing the book, his dislike
for Polk, and his opposition to annexation. It should also be
remembered that Jones's knowledge of Stockton's "Presidential
orders" came from Stockton himself, who very likely would have
invoked this higher authority for his mission whether or not it was
true. Price's thesis cannot be easily refuted and certainly should
not be ignored by serious students of the war. Indeed, students
must take a stand on this question, given its central implications
concerning Polk's ruthless ambition for Mexican territory, before
they tackle the more outstanding incidents such as the Slidell mission and General Taylor's march to the Rio Grande. 12
It is not surprising that the Mexican Left has found the Stenberg
interpretation congenial. Gaston Garcia Cantu relies on Glenn
Price for the actual coming of the war but he is more concerned
with the underlying motivation and meaning of North American
expansionismY To Garcia Cantu, North American expansionism
was an inevitable product of capitalism. President Polk completed
the expansionist dream of Thomas Jefferson and expressed the nationalist arguments for aggression at the decisive stage of
capitalist growth in the United States. 14 The war was necessary,
according to the author, for the continued growth of North
American capitalism and also for Mexican conservatives who
sought to preserve church domains and army privileges. In both
countries it was a war against the popular classes. IS
Gilberto L6pez y Rivas considers the war one of conquest, plain
and simple. 16 He is critical, however, of certain Mexican "internal
factors," specifically liberals who were enthusiastic about North
American institutions and who paved the way for United States
encroachment through commercial and colonization schemes. 17
John H. Schroeder's monograph of anti-government criticism in
the United States during the war does not bypass the tough issues
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of the war's originY Schroeder, like Lopez, argues that Polk's was
a militant policy. "While publicly committed to peaceful diplomacy," he contends, "Polk maneuvered to ensure war if necessary to
gain his objectives." Polk used the claims dispute with Mexico to
achieve his territorial objectives, whatever the COSt.1 9 Schroeder
concludes that the largely Whig, anti-war movement had little effect on the war. However, one must add that it has had considerable influence on the writing of the history of the war until
this day.
Generally, the proponents of the Whig interpretation see the
origins of the Mexican War as a one-sided affair. To them the
United States was entirely responsible for the war while Mexico
was a passive, if not willing, bystander. The Mexican role was that
of victim and, to these scholars, relatively unimportant.
The Democratic thesis originated in the documents the Polk administration sent to Congress upon the declaration of war in May,
1846. 20 Polk noted that the peaceful efforts to reestablish good
relations and adjust the border with Mexico "on liberal and
honorable terms" were rebuffed again and again. Finally, the
Mexican government, after menacing the territory of the United
States for months and unwilling to accept the lawful annexation of
Texas to the Union, invaded this country and "shed the blood of
our fellow citizens on our soil."21
The Democratic interpretation received its most thorough treatment by Justin Harvey Smith in 1919. 22 Smith conducted exhaustive research, using both North American and Mexican archives.
His two-volume work won the Pulitzer prize in 1920 and as late as
1964 was considered an indispensable account by the authors of
the most recent historiographical review of the war. 23 Smith's account of Mexican history and life from 1800 is insightful and interesting, although he denigrates the Mexican people. The purpose
of his early chapters is to note the anarchy within the early Mexican republic and to suggest that good relations between the two
countries were impossible because of internal Mexican problems.
Although the book has more than one thousand pages, Smith
devotes only one hundred pages to the origins of the war. He concentrates on the peaceful intent and efforts of the Polk administration. Smith also gives considerable attention to, as he views it, the
unrealistic, belligerent, and offensive claims and pronouncements
of the Mexican government, army, and press. In short, says Smith,
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"Polk told only the truth when he said the conflict was forced
upon us. Mexico wanted it; Mexico threatened it; Mexico issued
orders to wage it."24
Recent works of the Democratic conviction by Seymour Connor
and Odie B. Faulk, William H. Goetzmann, and Sanford H. Montaigne show these scholars to be the intellectual heirs to Smith's
study.25 Their accounts, neither collectively nor singularly,
replace or supplement to any noteworthy degree Smith's monograph. Conner and Faulk allot only thirty pages to the question of
war origins. They reject t~e claims question, boundary dispute,
and American desire for California as serious causes of the war. In
their analysis it was the annexation of Texas, a province long lost
to Mexico as "any realistic Mexican politician knew. . ."
which prompted the Mexican attack on the United States. 26 The
Connor and Faulk book is most valuable for its ninety-one page
analytical bibliography of the war which lists seven hundred and
sixty-six books and pamphlets. To be of most use the analytical
aspect of the bibliography needs to be approached with the knowledge of the authors' position on the coming of the war. 27
Goetzmann's well written history of American expansionism
from 1800 to 1860 follows Smith's interpretation closely and is intended to counter the "Whig-inspired apologetics" of the war.
This account, much more than the others of the Democratic conviction, examines the expansionist, even aggressive, nature of the
United States during this era. Goetzmann contends that Polk
mobilized United States military resources in order to negotiate
with Mexico from a position of strength and exhausted the route of
diplomatic negotiations. He did not, however, start the war. Far
from being the aggressor, the United States, argues the author,
"became the victim of Mexican internal strife."28
Montaigne's book is the least scholarly of the three discussed
here and it is more chauvinistic and anti-Mexican than Smith's
study. Montaigne considers his book a response "to a distortion of
this country's history, which together with other misinterpretations has· tarnished our image and misled millions of young
Americans into believing that America is among the most venal of
nations. "29
The proponents of the Democratic interpretation devote considerable attention to the political and military activities of Mexico on the eve of war. Indeed, Mexican motives and actions are
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more closely scrutinized than those of the Polk administration.
The Democratic interpretation, in contrast to the Whig view, is
that the Polk administration merely responded to Mexican initiatives.
A third and final group of studies present a more evenhanded
treatment of the coming of the war. They significantly improve
the quality of Mexican War historiography, primarily because
they have transcended the Whig-Democratic dialectic.
Frederick Merk in three books has reexamined certain aspects of
American expansionism of the 1840s. 30 Fruits of Propaganda and
Slavery and the Annexation of Texas begin to resuscitate the old
slavocracy thesis. Merk argues that southerners, in and out of
government, stressed the threat of British intervention in Texas to
northerners, and expansion of slavery and slave power in the national government to southerners, with regard to the proposed annexation of Texas. This intriguing interpretation raises the
possibility of intelligent public relations, not conspiracy, aiding
and even guiding public policy. In The Monroe Doctrine and
American Expansionism, Merk analyzes the changes in the
Monroe Doctrine during the administrations of Presidents Tyler
and Polk. Originally defensive, the doctrine came to be used in
support of territorial expansion in the name of national security.
Tyler and Polk, notes Merk, saw British attempts to encircle the
United States and apparently "imperilling its vital interests and its
principles of republicanism."31 In these three books Merk not only
clarifies some of the confusion of American expansionism and its
relation to the Mexican War but he also views Polk's Mexican
policy as a logical and important stage in the gradual evolution of
an emerging regional power.
Gene M. Brack's essay on the Mexican origins of the war fills an
important gap in Mexican War historiography. 32 Brack's purpose
is to explain why Mexico chose to fight rather than recognize the
independence of Texas or cede territory. He offers the first
substantial response to Justin Smith's conclusion that Mexicansconfident, bellicose, and hostile-wanted war. For this reason this
book is a most welcome addition to the literature of the Mexican
War.
Brack contends that Mexicans reacted more in fear than in aggressiveness. The annexation of Texas, the ideology of Manifest
Destiny, and American racism convinced many Mexicans that
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their national existence was at stake in the 1840s. This fear of the
United States and the hostility of the pro-war party placed the
Mexican government in a dangerous situation. Negotiation and
surrender of territory would insure a rebellion while refusal to
negotiate would bring on a war which most high officials did not
want, nor believed could be won. The Mexican government chose
war in response to the fear of national and cultural extinction and
political revolt. 33
The most important contribution to this historiography on the
Mexican side since Jose C. Valdes, Breve historia dela guerra con
los Estados Unidos written in 1947, is Jesus Velasco Marquez's
study of Mexican periodical opinion during the period 18451848. 34 Velasco Marquez's investigation of newspaper opinion
perfectly complements Brack's study of elites and their perceptions. Where Brack contends that Mexican leaders really did not
want war, Velasco Marquez shows that Mexican public opinion as
reflected in the small but influential Mexico City press, repeatedly
demanded war to resolve the Texas question from early 1845 until
the war began. Mexican periodistas rejected the alternative of
recognizing a free and independent Texas republic, thus blocking
the Herrera government's moderate policy toward Texas, for
several reasons. War with the United States was widely held to be
the "only means to preserve the Hispanic race and culture in Mexico. "35 It was also put forward that Mexico could not passively accept North American lawlessness without seriously compromising
the existence of an international order based on law. Mexican
liberals and conservatives considered war as not only indispensible internationally but also domestically useful. War would unite
the country and foment true nationalism and also create the
proper crisis environment for the execution of reforms. In short,
war was considered a magic formula for all of Mexico's international and domestic troubles. 36 Although Velasco Marquez contends that the war was, in the final analysis, the product of North
American expansionist zeal, he does not ignore Mexican responsibility. Pursuing his thesis that Mexican public opinion constantly
demanded war, he projects an image of an assertative nation with
more complex motives than simple reaction to American pressure.
The most recent and the best biography of James K. Polk is by
Charles Sellers. 37 Sellers is supportive of Polk's motives but he is
rather critical of Polk's Mexican policy. Sellers maintains that
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Polk's "sword-and-olive-branch diplomacy" was primarily designed to gain everything he wanted from Mexico-California and
a secure southwestern border-without war. Polk, according to
Sellers, truly expected the weak Mexican government to seek
peace according to these terms. However, if bullying and bribery
would not convince the Mexican government to submit to his territorial demands, Polk would not "shrink from war to accomplish
his purposes." When the Mexican government stubbornly refused
to receive Slidell, Polk saw no other alternative but to ask for
war. 38 Sellers devotes some attention to Polk's personality as it affected his diplomacy, a subject which has been largely neglected.
He notes that Polk's obsession with the martial Jackson image, his
contempt for Mexico and Mexicans, and his belief in American
virtue and superiority, significantly shaped the method and the
result of his foreign policy. 39
The books by K. Jack Bauer and David M. Pletcher are entirely
devoted to the Mexican War. 40 Bauer emphasizes the military side
of the conflict while Pletcher, in his diplomatic narrative, devotes
much more attention to the origins of the war than has any other
author. Both writers note their objectivity at the start by stating
that both sides in the conflict must bear responsibility for it. Both
sides made mistakes and misread the intentions of the other. Yet
these two authors cannot escape the central problem of culpability, and by implication and emphasis they come down on opposite
sides of the question.
Bauer leans toward the thesis of Mexican responsibility. He
stresses the importance of Mexican inability to settle American
claims, Polk's peaceful intentions and readiness to negotiate, and
Mexico's intransigence regarding the annexation of Texas. For
Bauer, Polk's well-intentioned and justified military and diplomatic pressure failed because Mexican sensibilities were too inflamed. The Polk administration, he notes however, did not
handle the crisis with Mexico as well as it could have since it did
not understand Mexico and the character of the Mexican people. 41
Pletcher is critical of Polk's diplomacy, policies neither tactful
nor adept but chauvinistic and costly to the tune of 12,800 deaths
and over $100 million in expenses. He notes that Polk "set forth on
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a foreign policy of strong stands, overstated arguments, and
menacing public pronouncements, not because he wanted war but
because he felt that this was the only language which his foreign
adversaries would understand. "42 It became progressively more
difficult for Polk to take a more conciliatory position. Therefore
the Mexican government was pushed into a corner. In the end,
Polk's bold and firm course toward Mexico backfired. In late
April, 1846, Mexican troops crossed the Rio Grande and engaged
a detachment of American soldiers in a small fight. Mexico had
lashed back. 43 According to Pletcher, Polk did not seek war with
Mexico, but he was not adverse to using the threat of war, of even
a limited war itself, to accomplish his goals. He eschewed the
traditional diplomatic skill of appreciating "a foreign people's
hopes, fears, and driving impulses," notes Pletcher, for a policy of
bluff and show of force. 44 Pletcher's international focus, impressive research, and persuasive analysis has made his book the
best study of the coming of the war and the diplomacy of the
peace. Smith has been replaced by Pletcher as the current last
word on the coming of the UnitedStates war with Mexico.
The debate, however, is not over, as the proponents of the Whig
and the Democratic interpretations will readily admit. Nor have
all the research possibilities been exhausted. Mexican scholars
have only opened the door to (he study of the roles and opinions of
various Mexican groups with regard to the coming of the war.
Also, despite an increasing amount of impressive research on
society and politics in pre-war Mexico and Jacksonian America,
few authors of recent studies have considered the larger comparative framework of two vastly different cultures in their first
years of contact. Desire for a southern transcontinental railroad
route, as a motivation for American expansion, is a seriously
neglected subject, as is the topic of Polk's personality.45 The
Stockton affair is by no means settled. Aside from these larger
issues, the need for the investigation of limited topics, such as the
Santa Anna-Atocha scheme, is nearly unlimited.
The Mexican War, the "forgotten war" in American and Mexican history, is considered important primarily for its results
rather than its origins. This is not surprising since in the histories"
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of both countries this war was overshadowed by more momentous
subsequent events. For the United States the war has become, in
the words of Alfred H. Bill, a rehearsal for conflict. 46 The war
added the Mexican cession which pushed the issue of slavery and
its expansion onto the center stage of national politics. For Mexico, the war deprived the nation of one-half of its national territory
and the rich mineral and agricultural resources of this lost land.
Additionally, it provided the shock which led to the period in Mexican history called La Reforma. 47
The question of the origins of the war has less apparent relevance to later historical developments in the United States and
Mexico. Most authors writing on this subject have usually considered the problem of war causation as an isolated question of
justice: Who was the aggrieved and who was the aggressor? War
origins do, however, tell the historian more than this. Karl
Schmitt, for example, suggests that United States's political consensus before the war freed American energy, which gravitated
outwardly. Mexican energies, on the other hand, were focused
toward the center, at Mexico City, in order to protect conflicting
interests and advance contending ideologies. The situation of the
two countries on the eve of war, then, can be viewed not only in
terms of politics but also in the perspective of two societies with
very different concerns and interests. 48
Close examination of the diplomacy and politics of the origins of
the Mexican War is essential to the study of American expansionism, Mexican, and even Hispanic-American politics and national character. Such examinations, following a comparative
approach, could rid Americans of the notion that other peoples
simply react to American words and deeds. An examination of the
Mexican origins of the war uncovers fear, hatred, and admiration
toward the United States, a self perception of inferiority, and an
admirable stubbornness which did not disappear in 1848. In conclusion, behavior, concerns, illusions, and mistakes taken on the
road to war reveal many facets of a nation's evolving character.
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CALVIN HORN HISTORICAL SCHOLARSHIP
CONTEST RULES
THE CALVIN HORN HISTORICAL SCHOLARSHIPS are available to New Mexico eleventh and
twelfth graders who have composed worthy essays concerning some aspect of New
Mexico's history. Four one-year full tuition scholarships are awarded each year to any New
Mexico state university.
Winners in the 1979 contest are Shirlene Stroup of Dora, attending Eastern New Mexico
State, Portales; Ellen Riser of St. Michael's, Santa Fe, also attending Eastern; Elaine
Murphy, a senior at Farmington High School; and John Fellin of Gallup, attending UNM.
Winning essays are "Culture Told by Ancient Indian Homes," by Stroup; "Saint Michael's
High School: A Beacon of Light," by Riser; "A Brief History of Navajo Dam," by Murphy;
and "The Role of C. N. Cotton in the Development of Northwestern New Mexico," by
Fellin.
The 1980 contest will offer the same rewards to winners. All entries should reach the judges
on or before April I, 1980. The following rules apply:
a. Students must be enrolled in an accredited New Mexico public or private high
school in the eleventh or twelfth grades during the school year 1979-1980.
b. Subject matter for the essay is not limited, except that it must pertain to the history
of New Mexico as defined by the NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW (see inside
front cover).
c. The essay should not exceed 3,500 words, and should conform to the style of the
NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW. The essay should also include a bibliography.
d. The essay should reflect the student's own research into original sources, and
should expose new information or give a new viewpoint on previously considered
subjects. Resource material may include documentary evidence, oral interview, and
other generally accepted sources of historical data.
e. Entries postmarked no later than May 1, 1980, should be sent to Calvin Horn
Historical Scholarship Contest, NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW, Mesa Vista
1013, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, 87131.

f. Entries will be judged by members of the staff and editorial boards of the REVIEW
based on historical scholarship and quality of presentation. Winners will be announced before June I, 1980, and in a subsequent number of the NEW MEXICO
HISTORICAL REVIEW.
g. Scholarships must be used in the academic year following the winner's graduation
from high school.
More information may be obtained by calling the NMHR office, (505) 277-5839.

THE "LOST" MANUSCRIPT OF
ADOLPH BANDELIER
MADELINE RODACK

OF

ALL THE WORKS by Adolph Francis Bandelier, one of the most
outstanding is his lengthy history of the Borderlands, often referred to as the "lost" manuscript. For many years its whereabouts remained urknown, in spite of every effort on the part of
various prominent scholars to locate it. Repeated searches finally
unearthed the document in an obscure corner of the Vatican
Library. The story of the manuscript is an intriguing one and is
not yet finished, for today its future still remains uncertain.
This important work of Adolph Bandelier might never have
been written if that eminent historian, archaeologist, anthropologist and ethnologist of the Indians of the Southwest and of
Northern Mexico had not found himself practically penniless in
the city of Santa Fe in the year 1885. This was not a customary
situation for Bandelier. Back in Switzerland where he was born his
family never was lacking in resources. His father had been a prominent citizen in Canton Berne, a judge and an influential politician. Even when they came to the New World in 1848 and settled
in the pleasant Swiss community of Highland, Illinois, they had no
complaints. The boy, who was only eight when they arrived in
America, was brought up in an atmosphere of comfort. His father
lost no time in joining with two other local businessmen, F.
Ryhiner and Mortiz Huegy, to establish a bank, known as F.
Ryhiner & Co. He bought a farm near town and built a fine comfortable house. There was no need to actually work the farm to
any great extent-the family lived there as on an estate and the
Bandeliers were highly respected as leading members of the community. Perhaps they were not really rich, but they were considered quite well off.
0028-6206/79/0700-0183$02.50/0
© Regents, University of New Mexico
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As young Bandelier grew up, worked in his father's bank, and
married Josephine Huegy, the daughter of one of his father's partners, his life seemed to be a model of ease and stability. He hated
business and banking, and he willingly found time for the scientific and scholarly pursuits that really interested him. He enjoyed
his trips to the excellent Mercantile Library in St. Louis, 40 miles
away, where he could consult and even borrow books and documents relating to Spanish conquest} Aztec civilization, Indians of
the Southwest, and he could absorb all of the archaeological,
ethnological and historical information that he found so fascinating. To the collection of languages that he already possessed
(French, German and English) he was able to add Spanish as well.
Established scholars such as Lewis H. Morgan, the pioneer
authority on the Iroquois, and Joaquin Garcia-Icazbalceta, the
celebrated Mexican historian, were showing interest in his early
efforts. He had few material complaints; if only he could be free of
that hateful bank. But from it came his family's income, and
it was not easy to break away from his father who was a strongwilled and autocratic man. Bandelier did not like to think about
money. He rarely had to. His main concern was how to follow his
scholarly interests far from the daily routine of business and banking.
The pressures of trying to live in two worlds-the one he loved
and the one he hated-led Bandelier to a nervous breakdown, and
the doctor's orders to cease all intellectual activity forced him to
make a decision. At long last he gave up the bank rather than his
scholarly work. His friend Lewis H. Morgan came to the rescue
and obtained for him a position with the Archaeological Institute
of America, which would send him to New Mexico to make a
study of the Indians of the Southwest. The salary was $1,200 a
year. It is unlikely that Bandelier lived entirely on this, though he
seemingly preferred to stand on his own two feet as much as possible. He nevertheless still had the family resources to rely on in an
emergency. But having his own income gave him the feeling of independence that he needed on that August day in 1880 when, at
the age of 40, he boarded the train for Santa Fe.
At last the earstwhile amateur was able to become a professional. He was employed full time to do the work that he loved. He

RODACK: "LOST" MANUSCRIPT

185

could implement his firm belief that the historian should get out
into the field and study at first hand the places and peoples to
which the archives had introduced him. He started with Pecos, his
first archaeological site (with the sole exception of the Cahokia
Mounds which stood practically in his own back yard in Highland, but which were far different from anything he found in New
Mexico). His report to his employer on Pecos, published by the Archaeological Institute as A Visit to the Aboriginal Ruins in the
Valley of the Rio Pecos, I was ready within a month. And here for
the first time Bandelier drew upon a hitherto little used artistic
talent to illustrate the book with ground-plans and pen-and-ink
sketches, accurate enough to serve as guides to the ruins of Pecos
even today.
Next, Bandelier seized upon an opportunity to live in Santo
Domingo Pueblo to observe the customs and habits of the Indians
there. But his lack of experience caused him an abrupt setback.
Too inquisitive and aggressive for the inhabitants, who did not
care to divulge their most secret rituals, beliefs· and traditions so
quickly to a stranger, Bandelier had an argument with the governor within a few days and was forced to leave. At nearby Cochiti
he fared better and managed to make friends and gain· information. Perhaps he had learned from his earlier experience. Here he
spent a great deal of time painting and sketching the objects and
people that he saw around him. It was then that he first visited the
Rito de los Frijoles, now in Bandeiier National Monument, an area
which would later become the setting for his fascinating "potboiler" novel, The Delight Makers.
In 1881, the Archaeological Institute of America sent Bandelier
to Mexico as its representative on the Lorillard Expedition,2 to
study the ruins of ancient cities there, but, much to his disappointment, the expedition was given up just as he arrived. According
to his agreement with Lorillard and the Archaeological Institute,
however, he was able to stay and carryon some of the work alone
in the area of Mitla, Cholula, Puebla and Oaxaca. Upon his return
to the United States he spent several years visiting all the New
Mexican pueblos, travelling on to Arizona and into Sonora and
Chihuahua on horseback, drawing and painting as he went and
keeping a meticulous journal in a fine handwriting on diminutive
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sheets of paper carried in his saddlebags. The Archaeological Institute was paying him and he was doing what he loved. It seemed
that Adolph Bandelier had found himself at last.
During these years Bandelier was working on a comprehensive
report which he owed to the Archaeological Institute of America.
This book which was eventually published as the Final Report of
Investigations Among the Indians of the Southwestern United
States (1890-1892),3 covered every aspect of "Southwestern" and
Northern Mexican history, archaeology, anthropology, and ethnology. It seemed really essential to accompany the massive text
with illustrations wherever possible, and these by rights, Bandelier
felt, should appear in the original color of his sketches. But this,
even as today, was a fearfully expensive process. Even if he had
turned to his family's resources, he could not have hoped to meet
the costs. Bandelier was then struck with the thought that in
Europe, perhaps in Germany, the work might be done more
cheaply. Thus, toward the end of 1884, he made a trip abroad.
Again, this could hardly have been done on the yearly $1,200
from the Archaeological Institute. His father did in fact help, and
legitimately enough, for at the same time Bandelier was also
charged with a mission relating to the bank.
For some time problems had been developing in the family
business. F. Ryhiner & Co. had made some injudicious land investments, with the result that the financial base of the company
was becoming shaky. Some depositors in Switzerland, of whom
there were a goodly number, had learned of this and had become
concerned. They were threatening to withdraw their deposits,
which would have been disastrous to Ryhiner. Bandelier's mission
was to attempt to placate these creditors. He tried his best to convince them of the bank's stability, while he also tried to find an inexpensive means of reproducing his watercolor sketches.
As far as the bank was concerned, all seemed friendly. The
Berne firm of Gruner-Haller & Co. that represented the Swiss
creditors agreed to send a member of their staff to Highland to investigate the situation before making any drastic moves. With his
drawings, however, Bandelier had less success. He showed them to
various people and to several museums in Germany, but was
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unable to obtain any assistance. The thought came to him that the
originals might at least have some monetary value. This idea may
have originated with the opinion expressed by Bandelier's friend,
celebrated historian Francis Parkman,4 who had observed a few
months before that they were "very saleable." Though unable to
have them reproduced at a reasonable cost, Bandelier left them in
Berlin with a Dr. Herman Gerlich whom he had known as German Consul in St. Louis, in the hope that the originals could be
sold. Later there even seemed to be some suggestion that the Prussian government was prepared to publish them, but nothing came
of it.
Thus, discouraged as far as his drawings were concerned, but
somewhat encouraged regarding the bank, Bandelier returned to
Highland in April of 1885, to find that the representative of
Gruner-Haller & Co. had suggested some workable compromises.
But negotiations were interrupted by word from Switzerland that
Gruner-HaIler's support was being withdrawn. Just why they did
so at this point, when discussions were in progress, is not quite
clear. But without this support the company could not meet its
obligations and,. when the word got out, a run started on the bank
on April 28, 1885, forcing it to close its doors the next day.
Bandelier's father had conveniently made a trip to New Orleans
a couple of days before. A letter arrived stating that his return
need not be expected, and there was no word as to where he could
be reached. The elder Bandelier's two partners were now the sons
of the original men. F. Ryhiner, Jr. and Moritz Huegy, Jr. had
each inherited his share of the partnership from his father.
Ryhiner quickly took refuge with relatives in Dubuque, Iowa
when the bank closed. He offered to return, but only did so much
later. Moritz Huegy, Bandelier's brother-in-law, was the only partner remaining in town. He and Bandelier were arrested and
charged with accepting deposits in spite of being aware of the
bank's uncertain status, and with using bank funds for personal
purposes. Huegy, unable to face the situation, committed suicide
before the end of May. In the midst of Bandelier's ordeal, the
shock of losing his brother-in-law was a terrible blow. And the
former businessman turned scholar, though he had never been a
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partner and had not even been a regular resident of Highland for
several years, was left alone to bear the blame for the bank's
failure.
He spent one night in jail at the county seat of Edwardsville, but
was finally released on bond put up by. a friend, Charles
Boeschenstein. However, to fulfill the bank's obligations to its
creditors, Bandelier, holding his father's power of attorney, was
obliged to turn over all his and his family's personal assets to
them. This included not only all cash, but also all property-the
farm and the house in which he had grown up.
There was nothing more for Bandelier in Highland. He and his
wife Joe decided henceforth to make Santa Fe their home. Because
of their impecunious situation as well as her poor health, Joe was
obliged to remain in Highland with relatives for a few months, but
the same friend who had gone bond for Bandelier helped raise
funds for the scholar to go back to New Mexico. Bandelier remained subject to a summons to return later to Edwardsville for
indictment and trial.
Thus, at the age of 44, Adolph Bandelier seemingly had nothing
left. By an unfortunate coincidence, his salary from the Archaeological Institute of America had terminated shortly before
the bank failure. The Institute apparently considered the project
finished (except for the "Final Report" that he still owed them)
and had cancelled his appointment as their representative. From
here on, Bandelier's Journals 5 constantly complain of the
desperate need for money. The necessity of finding an income
from somewhere became urgent. For all intents and purposes,
Adolph Bandelier was broke.
As an established scholar he had by now made numerous contacts with various publications, many of which were in Germany.
He wrote German with no difficulty. In fact, back in 1883, he had
started to write a novel in that language, Die Koshare, about the
early inhabitants of the Rito de los Frijoles. It had not progressed
very far, but writing in German came naturally to him, despite the
fact that he was of French Swiss origin. At the time of the disaster
he was already working on a series of articles on "Cibola" for the
New Yorker Staa tszei tung. 6 In Germany he had called on various
contacts and was known at the offices of such publications as Das
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Ausland and Berlin's National-Zeitung. Several GermanAmerican papers, mainly St. Louis's Westliche Post, along with
the Staatszeitung, were willing to read his work. He quickly set
out to follow through on these contacts and sent out articles right
and left, many of which were accepted. He hastened to add to the
series of letters he had been writing for Das Ausland 7 and wrote an
article on the Apaches for the Westliche Post. 8 In June of 1885 he
mentions in his Journals that he was writing a paper for the
National-Zeitung. 9
Bandelier also sent some material in English to The Nation, for
which he mentioned receiving $20. This publication had printed a
number of his articles in t~e past. He often wrote in English on
many of the same subjects that he had dealt with in Gennan. In
August of 1885 he heard that some French publications were looking for material and he had recourse to his knowledge of French,
which was more difficult for him to write. He managed to sell a
rather lengthy piece on Fray Marcos de Niza to the Revue
d'Ethnographie of Paris which published it in three installments. 10
Later a shorter English article on the same subject appeared in the
Magazine of Western History. II .
In October of 1885 he was called back to Edwardsville for indictment in the bank failure. At that time he took the final steps in
signing over the last bit of his former possessions to the assignees of
the bank-his share in the Confidence Coal and Mining Company
of Illinois, which he had held for many years. He stated in his Journals that all he wanted from then on was time to make "an honest
though modest living."12 Bandelier was fortunate in that his case
never did come to trial. Before this could take place things seem to
have calmed down, people had cooled off, and the charges were
eventually dropped. However, to this day, there are those in
Highland who believe that Bandelier's research was financed by
illegal bank withdrawals.
After returning from Edwardsville he continued writing even
more profusely, for the New York World, the Westliche Post, The
Nation, the Globe Democrat, the Boston Advertiser, the Milnchener Allgemeine Zeitung, and of course, his old standby the
New Yorker Staatszeitung. Occasionally his Journals mention
receiving payments for his work-$13 from The Nation; $26.50
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from the Staatszeitung, and another time, $16; $14.25 from the
Magazine of Western History; $25 from the Westliche Post. It did
not seem to add up to a great deal, but one hopes he received more
than he recorded. He always was a little in debt, but each time he
received a check he paid some outstanding bill.
During this period, Bandelier had the idea of reviving the novel,
Die Koshare, that he had started several years earlier, and wrote at
it periodically in German. However, his contacts in Germany did
not come through to publish it as he had hoped, and he ended up
by undertaking an English translation. Unfortunately, this venture
never did payoff to any great extent during his lifetime. Though it
was partially published in German in the Belletristiches Journal of
New York l3 and eventually appeared in the English version as The
Delight Makers,14 it never sold well and he received very little
remuneration from it. Only years later, after his death, did it
become a best seller, appearing in several editions right up to the
present.
In December of 1885, after his return from Edwardsville, Bandelier turned to giving lessons in Spanish and possibly in German
or French. At times he mentioned giving two or even three in a day
(though not every day) and seems to have been pretty busy with his
teaching. He received $10 here and $5 there "for lessons." For
$15 a month he and Joe managed to rent three rooms in a house
which still stands today on De Vargas Street in Santa Fe, and is
now owned by descendants of the Bandelier family, but he was
often late in paying the rent. His Journals repeatedly complain
about this way of life: "It is miserable. But then what else can I expect but misery."ls "No money and nothing coming in."16 "Our
money giving out already."17 "No resources, no money from
nowhere. Everything looks gloomy and dreary."IB
In May of 1886, out of the blue, came a letter from "Papa."
Bandelier, Sr., who had disappeared in New Orleans after the
bank failure, had made his way to Venezuela. There is no mention
of how he managed to live, but now he wrote that he was well and
doing all right. 19 Eventually he returned to stay with his son in
Santa Fe, but fortunately for Adolph not until 1888, when the
worst of the hard times were past. In 1886 all that the younger
Bandelier would have needed was an extra mouth to feed!
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Meanwhile, back in Germany, Dr. Gerlich had been no more
successful with the drawings than had Bandelier. In May of 1886
he finally returned them and Bandelier received word that they
were at the German Consulate in St. Louis and would be forwarded to him. Perhaps this mention of his "plates" reminded him
that in some way his drawings might still bring in some money,
which he now needed more than ever before. He quickly assembled any that he had not left in Germany, together with some
that he had made since, and took advantage of an opportunity a
few days later to show them to Archbishop Salpointe 20 with whom
he had become quite friendly. Present upon that occasion was
"Father Stephen" who, said Bandelier, "looked at the drawings
very closely and promises to do what he can for their publication."21 Just what Father Stephen could do for him was unclear,
but apparently he had connections, because Bandelier shortly
afterward sent an article to him in Chicago. The priest was apparently Monsignor J. A. Stephen, Director of the Bureau of
Catholic Indian Missions, who later did help Bandelier in various
ways, employing him temporarily near the end of 1887 as Inspector of Indian Pueblos. In any case, it is doubtful if Father Stephen
was able to help Bandelier directly as far as the drawings were
concerned, but Archbishop Salpointe had had the opportunity to
study them. When the ones left in Germany arrived a few days
later, these too became available for any other use.
On June 7, Bandelier stated that "in despair, I went down to
Archbishop Salpointe, who at once advanced me $100." Whether
this was just a loan, or whether the Archbishop already had formulated an idea regarding Bandelier's drawings is uncertain.
Nothing happened immediately and Bandelier went on fighting
his way through the summer, managing to eke out a living by continuing to publish various articles and to give language lessons. He
visited the Archbishop periodically, but there is no mention of
what they discussed. Finally, on August 23 he met with Salpointe
and a Monsignor Straniero who may have been connected with
the Vatican's arrangements for Pope Leo XIII's Golden Jubilee
which was to take place at the end of 1887. 22 The very next day
Bandelier wrote in his]oumals: "Went down town early and saw
the Archbishop. He takes hold of the sale of the drawings for the
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Page of Bandelier's Journals with August 24 and 26, 1886 entries. Courtesy of
History Division, Museum of New Mexico, Santa Fe.
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purpose of presenting them to Pope Leo XIIL" Two days later, on
August 26, he wrote: "Began to write at the first chapter of the big
book suggested by Archbishop Salpointe. In French."
This is the first mention of the book that was to become the
voluminous Histoire de La Civilisation et des Missions de Sonora,
Chihuahua, Nouveau-Mexique et Arizona jusqu '6 L'annee 1700. 23
Bandelier does not explain how it all came about, but it is quite
evident that the drawings were the key to the whole project.
Bandelier first went to the Archbishop with these illustrations,
either for publication or for sale. It may have been the Archbishop's idea or it may have come from Monsignor Straniero, but
someone around this time obviously suggested that Bandelier
write a book and that the drawings should be included in the project as a presentation to the Pope. There is no mention of money,
yet it would be hardly likely that such a task would be commissioned without an offer of some remuneration, especially in view
of Bandelier's financial straits. Possible Salpointe even had something in mind already when he "advanced" Bandelier the $100,
though Monsignor Straniero had not yet appeared on the scene.
. Thus, because he was broke and in desperate need, Bandelier
obtained the most important assignment of his life. His FinaL
Report, which was not yet published (1890-92), may have been as
lengthy a book, but he had taken years to write it. Here he had a
deadline, hardly more than a year, for composing the whole
history of the Indian civilizations, the Spanish conquest and colonization and the establishment of the missions in the area of the
New World frontier, over a period of two centuries. The Jubilee
celebrations were not far off. The anniversary of Leo XIII's
priesthood would fall on December 31, 1887, and that of his first
mass on January 1, 1888. The completed work was to be in Rome
by that time. And Bandelier was going to have to write this book
in French, a language which he did not particularly enjoy using
since it seemed to give him some difficulty. In a letter to Charles
Eliot Norton, President of the Archaeological Institute of America,
he stated later on: "French is a horrid language to write in owing
to grammar and syntax. I prefer German, Spanish and English,
most decidedly, to French, notwithstanding the latter is my native
tongue."24 Presumably, however, French was the only language
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he had in common with the Pope. No mention is ever made of any
specific reason for the choice of language, unless of course Salpointe's own French origin was influential in the decision. The gift
was to be from the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and was to be illustrated by a selection of the famous drawings.
However, the matter was not completely settled yet. On September 13, Bandelier wrote that the Archbishop's "talk is good," and
that "the thing will probably go, but I must still-wait." Apparently the Archbishop was getting approval for his plan, for it
was not until October 1 that Bandelier stated: "The Archbishop is
home, and he directed me to begin at once. Thank God. . . ." His
pleasure at being given the go-ahead could only have been caused
by the knowledge that some remuneration would follow. Certainly
the idea of writing a large book in French could not in itself have
made him so thankful.
Meanwhile, Bandelier had some magazine articles to finish and
worked from time to time on his translation of his novel. The
chapter that he had started on August 26 was probably done only
to get the feel of how to go about the job, but he finally got down
to work on October 4, with some misgivings. "Began on my work
for Pope Leo XIII! May God help me. . . ." By October 7 he had
finished Chapter 1. This was actually the first chapter of Part II (of
seven parts), but he had not yet worked out the structure of the
book and no specific parts had yet been planned. It was natural,
however, that he should have started with the history of the
earliest times of the Conquest and the subsequent exploration and
colonization, which constitute the subject of Part II. Part I, concerning the physical aspects of the Borderlands area, was conceived later. 25
From then on Bandelier devoted much of his time to the "Histoire." He had arranged with Father Julius Deraches to copy the
manuscript for him in order to revise it as he went. Bandelier was
fully aware of the need for correction in his French text. On October 7 he turned the first chapters over to Deraches for revision.
Working steadily, he completed ten chapters in a little more than a
month, but not without incident. He had been reading his work to
Archbishop Salpointe as he went along and the latter was quite
pleased, paying him $50 on October 20. Father Deraches, however, suddenly declined to do the copying work. No reason was
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given except that Bandelier mentioned that the priest wrote him a
"foolish letter" and bowed out. 26 The work was taken over by
Father Augustin Navet, a friend of Bandelier and parish priest at
the nearby town of Pena Blanca. No explanation is given of this,
either. The scholar merely states on December 11 that he would be
giving some of the manuscript to Navet to work on. By that time
ten chapters of what was to be Part II were finished and Bandelier
had gone back to fill in Part I. Its five chapters he found difficult
to write, since they consisted of scientific material on the flora,
fauna, geology, climatology and hydrology of the area, and he was
obliged to do a great deal of research for specific information.
With all this work to be done and a tendency toward writer's
cramp, Bandelier had found it necessary to acquire a typewriter.
This was the Hammond that he often mentions in his Journals and
which kept breaking down over the years, but which at this time
proved to be of great assistance. On November 22, Bandelier
received another $90 from the Archbishop, presumably on account.
Next, Bandelier turned to a section that interested him more, the
one that he entitled "Antiquities." This concerns the pottery, implements, dwellings, rock art, architectural details, agricultural
methods and general habits of the early Indians, which later
became Part VII, the last part of the book. He only completed two
chapters of it however, before he began to prepare around
Christmas, 1886, for a trip to Mexico City to consult the Archives
there.
This trip was justified and partially financed thanks to another
piece of luck that had come Bandelier's way. No sooner had he
received a final commitment from Archbishop Salpointe than a
letter arrived from his friend Frank Hamilton Cushing. 27 Cushing
had been appointed head of the Hemenway Expedition, a project
set up by a rich Massachusetts woman, Mrs. Mary Hemenway, to
carry out a study of the Indians of the Southwest. Cushing felt that
Bandelier would make an excellent historiographer for the expedition and offered him that position. Bandelier's main task would be
to build an accessible archive on the Indians, taken from historical
documents. From a famine, life for Bandelier became a feast.
Coming so closely upon the heels of his other windfall, it seemed
almost more than the scholar could undertake, but it was the kind

196

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 54:3 1979

of work that he loved and he could not turn it down. For this he
was paid $116 a month, and part of what he had to do was to copy
pertinent documents from the Archives of Mexico City. Thus he
was able to go to Mexico to carry out the Hemenway assignment
and also to research certain portions of the material needed for the
book for the Pope.
After arriving in Mexico City in January 1887, he spent a great
deal of time on the "Histoire." Returning to Part II, he finished the
other four chapters and sent them off to the Archbishop by the
beginning of February. A check for $75 was forthcoming. Then he
tackled Part III, on the peoples and missions of Chihuahua. However, he did not get beyond Chapter I when he interrupted this
work to copy the archival documents that he had come to study.
Until May 28, when he had already returned to Santa Fe, he never
mentioned the "Histoire" in his Journals, only his copying work at
the Archives. After his return, however, he quickly got back to the
Pope's book and finished Part III. He commented that this section
was very difficult for him for the material was new to him,
"almost." Though there are four chapters in Part III, he never
mentioned when he wrote Chapter IV. Presumably he did not do it
immediately, for the day after finishing Chapter III he reported
that he returned to his "Antiquities," Part VII, to begin its
Chapter II.
June of 1887 had now arrived and much still remained to be
done. While working through June and July on the remaining six
chapters of Part VII, Bandelier began to assemble his illustrations.
The second chapter of Part VII alone included 256 ground-plans
and 16 photographs. This work involved going over his whole collection of illustrations and erasing (scratching, as he called it) any
inscriptions that may have previously been written on them that
were not pertinent to their function in the book, or that were in
English or German, as often was the case. Then he had to write
new inscriptions in French wherever necessary. On June 27 came
another $30 from the Archbishop. Bandelier was so busy that he
had to turn down social engagements. "I cannot afford to be with
society that has no other object but entertainment," he wrote. 28
The illustrations were then taken to a "printer" who bound
them in five leather-covered volumes, after mounting them on
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sheets of cardboard. One of these volumes was an atlas of oversize
drawings and maps. A topographic engineer of Santa Fe, H. Hartmann, had drawn a basic hectographed map that Bandelier used
to plot in the various expedition routes, mission locations, and so
forth. After finishing Part VII, he turned to Part V, on Sonora,
toward the end of July, and completed its five chapters in midAugust. Part VI came next with seven chapters which the writer
completed in mid-September. Here he discussed the various Indian
peoples as they were in his own time. Finally, only Part IV remained, a long one of twelve chapters, taking up the historical
events during the 17th century. Hurrying on, he managed to finish
the last chapter on October 18, 1887, when he wrote in his Journais a jubilant "Finished the work for the Pope today! Thank God
for it a thousand times!" Another $90 from the Archbishop punctuated the completion of the assignment.
This, however, was not the end of the work. Father Navet still
had a great deal of copying to do. By the time Bandelier finished
the writing Navet had done only sixteen chapters, though some
were the longest ones. There was nothing more that could be done
until the copying was completed. Bandelier himself filled in the
notes at the bottom of each page. It was not until January of 1888
that the text was ready to be sent off to Rome. Presumably, though
Bandelier makes no specific mention of it, the illustrations had
already been sent in the hope of meeting the deadline. The text was
late, but all involved had worked as hard and fast as they reasonably could, and there were no complaints. On January 20, 1888
Bandelier helped the Archbishop pack the manuscript to be sent
out the following day "by express."
The great task was finally accomplish~d, though slightly behind
schedule. But the story was still not fihished. On February 16,
1888, Bandelier received word that the '\plates" had not arrived.
They had been sent on the Italian ship "~stella" which had not
reached port at the expected" time. It was feared that she was lost
at sea, and there was great consternation on the part of the Archbishop. Those illustrations were the foundation on which the
whole proj~ct had been built. Bandelier was inclined to be philosophical about the loss, but was nevertheless overjoyed. to hear,
about ten days later, that the ship was not lost after all but had
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made port. The plates had simply "miscarried." They had
perhaps somehow been delivered to the wrong destination. No explanation is given as to what actually happened, but they did
finally arrive in Rome according to a telegram that Bandelier
received on March 7. Presumably the manuscript also arrived in
due course, for some time later Bandelier philosophized in a letter
to the wife of a friend, Thomas Janvier: "My book for Leo XIII is
safely at the Vatican. There it will remain, until doomsday,
perhaps. Like everything else, I have had the honor of doing my
duty and, as Schiller says, 'The Moor has done his duty; the Moor
may go.' "29
From the time when Archbishop Salpointe first suggested the
book to Bandelier until they packed the manuscript for shipment
to Rome, less than seventeen months had elapsed. It was a monumental task to accomplish in such a relatively short time, especially since Bandelier had other commitments as well during that
period. He definitely spent some time during his Mexico City stay
working primarily for the Hemenway Expedition. There were also
other short breaks in his writing schedule, but the publication of
magazine articles and the giving of lessons definitely stopped,
although there might of course have been some question as to how
much time he was devoting to the Hemenway work outside of the
research period in Mexico. In 1938, an interesting correspondence
took place between two friends and colleagues of Bandelier, Frederick W. Hodge and Edgar L. Hewett. Hodge, then involved in the
search for the "lost" manuscript, wrote to Hewett:
Bandelier was appointed Historiographer of the Hemenway Expedition in December 1886, from which time until the following
year he was working on his manuscript for the Archbishop and
drawing Hemenway salary at the same time. I am pretty sure that
Cushing did not know that Bandelier was engaged in any work
other than that for the Hemenway Expedition, for he was complaining during the period mentioned that Bandelier was not producing results; indeed a serious breach was almost the result, but it
was patched Up.30
.
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To which Hewett answered:
Your sidelight on the period when Bandelier was writing the
manuscript for the Vatican is very interesting. We can find no
evidence that he even received any remuneration whatever for the
writing of the Vatican manuscript. I presume it was done on
Hemenway time. However, since Bandelier worked so incessantly,
I suppose the time would have been considered due him by almost
anyemployer. 31

Bandelier himself does indeed never mention any specific financial agreement. However, it would certainly seem that something
was received. The references in his]oumais to various odd sums
from the Archbishop would imply that these were payments.
However, they only add up to $335, unless the original $100 received before the idea of the book had actually been discussed was
part of it. Still, this was not very much for such an extensive project. Leslie A. White, in his edition of the Bandelier-Morgan Letters, states that Bandelier received $1,500 for the work. He found
this information in a letter from Bandelier to Charles Eliot Norton
written on May 27, 1887. 32 So it would seem that Bandelier was
paid, and not too badly, for his effort. Certainly it would be hard
to believe that he could never have afforded to take on the assignment otherwise, since this meant dropping his other writing and
teaching activities, which had been his sole source of income, and
he had as yet no inkling that the Hemenway offer would be forthcoming.
The dimensions of the work itself attest to the effort involved.
The manuscript consists of 1,400 foolscap pages in Father Navet's
rather fine handwriting, with notes inserted at the bottom of each
page by ·Bandelier himself. There must have been excellent teamwork for Navet to have left precisely the amount of space
necessary for Bandelier to add the notes, though some lines are occasionally a little cramped. In addition, the illustrations were
contained in four leather-bound albums and the atlas of larger
drawings and maps. In all, there were 502 plates. These included
mainly watercolor paintings and sketches of ground-plans
representing Indian ruins, artifacts, pottery, architectural details
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and costumes. They included also a number of rare black-andwhite photographs of Indians and their pueblos in Bandelier's
time. This massive opus was lodged in the Vatican Library and
Bandelier never again laid eyes on his work. Though he did get as
far as Spain at the end of his life, he was never able to travel on to
Rome where he might have seen where it had come to rest.
Whether the Pope ever acknowledged it and thanked the Archdiocese for it is a good question. Perhaps somewhere in the Church
archives of Santa Fe there may be an official "thank you" letter,
but so far it has not been brought to light.
Who knows whether the Pope ever actually perused the manuscript that had taken so much labor? Perhaps he may have glanced
at the pictures, but did he ever really read the text? In any case, if
he did leaf through it, he was the last person to see it for a long
time. Some obscure librarian probably stacked it along with many
other papers in the far recesses of the Vatican Library, and
everyone promptly forgot about it. It was referred to in Bandelier's Journals and in a number of his letters, but these were not
published for many years. Only a few scholars knew of the existence of the "Histoire." The general consensus seemed to be that its
whereabouts was unknown. It did not appear in any catalogue of
the Vatican Library. It was uncertain that it was even there,
though this would certainly have been the logical place to look for
it. Lansing Bloom, who conducted a search for the manuscript in
1938, wrote in a letter to Hewett: ". . . Matta 33 seems inclined to
think that, if the manuscript was ever with the illustrations, it
'disappeared' at the time of the Jubilee; he says that other things
were lost track of at that time."34
Early in this century Hewett claimed to have seen some of the illustrations there, but under what circumstances and whether he
saw the text also is not clear. When Lansing Bloom went to Rome
under the auspices of the Bandelier Centennial Commission he did
find the illustrations, and had them photographed in black and
white, but the- text remained "lost.". Its location was still a
mystery, but it was presumed that, since the drawings were there,
the text must be. Finally, Father Ernest J. Burrus, S.J., a regular
researcher at the Vatican Lib~ary, alerted the staff there to keep an
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eye out for the manuscript. In June, 1964 his efforts were rewarded. One of the workers there, Alberto Magistri, was sorting
out some uncatalogued documents that had been merely piled up
in one of the rooms of the library when he spotted what he believed to be the "lost" text. He immediately informed Father Burrus who was working in the library that day, and for a moment
the usual silence imposed inthat august institution was broken by
the excited conversation between the two men. This breaking of
rules brought a reprimand from authorities who were, however,
placated when they discovered the reason for this breach of
Vatican etiquette. The text of Adolph Bandelier's "Histoire" had
finally been found.
Father Burrus had many contacts at the Vatican Library and
was able to make arrangements very quickly to photograph the
manuscript. Copies of the illustrations had already been made in
the form of color slides for the Knights of Columbus Vatican Film
Library in the Pius XII Memorial Library at St. Louis University.
It was Father Burrus's plan to publish and annotate the original
French text of the "Histoire." He set about this without delay and
in 1969 the first introductory volume appeared (in English). This
included an excellent introduction on Bandelier and on the
manuscript, together with an index of the chapters in French and
English and a complete catalogue of the illustrations in both
languages. 35 This was soon followed by a portfolio of thirty of the
drawings and ten of the maps in full color, excellently reproduced. 36 However, for health reasons and because of the pressures
of other work, Father Burrus did not immediately continue the
project. He had however published previously a very fine description and analysis of the manuscript in Manuscripta, a journal
edited at St. Louis University.37
In 1975, the American Division of the Jesuit Historical Institute,
under the direction of Father Burrus, brought a collection of
books, manuscripts,. microfilm, and assorted published and unpublished material to the University of Arizona, where it was
housed under the contractual care of the Arizona State Museum.
The photostat of the Bandelier text is part of this collection. The
University of Arizona, realizing the importance of this manuscript, since it is the only known major work by Adolph Bandelier
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that has not yet been published, decided to undertake the English
translation and editing of the book, a task which was completed in
1978. Unfortunately, further editing and publication are currently delayed because of a lack of funds. The University decided
that all of the 502 illustrations should be reproduced, since they
are an integral part of the text and the book would be incomplete
without them. They do, however, also constitute the main problem. History seems to be repeating itself: Bandelier's obstacle,
when he hoped to print his drawings as part of his Final Report,
was that he found it too expensive a project to be realized either in
the United States or Europe at that time. Today the same problem
exists. The publication of 502 illustrations, most of which are in
color, costs far more than is normally available for such projects.
Until the funds can be raised the only known copy of the manuscript, together with the English translation, will rest in the collection of the Jesuit Historical Institute at the University of Arizona,
while the original is still lodged in the Vatican Library, though
now it is at least catalogued. It is devoutly to be wished that the
money will be forthcoming, though no source has yet been found,
and that Adolph Bandelier's "lost" manuscript will finally be
made available in all its glory to the scholars and general public
who have expressed much eagerness to have access to it.
The book is a complete history of the Borderlands up to the year
1700, with emphasis on the various Indian peoples, their customs
and ways of life, their ancient traditions, beliefs and cultures, as
well as their contact with the Spaniards and the effects of this contact as revealed by their condition in Bandelier's day. Though
Bandelier discussed much of the same material in his other works,
such as the Final Report, never did he express it so succinctly and
clearly and bring it all together so completely as he does in the
"Histoire." It is the most readable of his scholarly books. The
University of Arizona hopes that it may soon be shared with persons interested in the early history and life of the Borderlands.
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NOTES
1. Adolph Bandelier, A Visit to the Aboriginal Ruins in the Valley of the Rio
Pecos, Papers of the Archaeological Institute of America, American Series, vol.
1, No.2 (Boston, 1881; Kraus Reprint Co., 1976).
2. This was an expedition financed by the tobacco millionaire, Pierre
Lorillard and headed by the French explorer Claude Joseph Desire de Charney,
sent to search for the remains of ancient civilizations in Mexico and Yucatan.
However, they were beset by illness and various other problems and decided to
give up and return to France.
3. Adolph Bandelier, Final Report of Investigations among the Indians of the
Southwestern United States, carried on mainly in the years from 1880 to 1885,
parts I and II, Papers of the Archaeological Institute of America, American
Series, vols. III and IV (Cambridge, Mass., 1890-92; Kraus ReprintCo., 1975).
4. Francis Parkman was also one of the founders of the Archaeological Institute of America.
5. The Bandelier's Journals are part of the Bandelier Collection housed in the
History Division, Museum of New Mexico, Santa Fe. The Southwestern Journals
of Adolph F. Bandelier, published by the University of New Mexico Press, contains his field notebook of his travels and observations of New Mexico. The first
three volumes cover the years 1880-88; the fourth projected volume will take it
to 1892, the year he left for South America.
6. Adolph Bandelier, "Cibola I," New Yorker Staatszeitung, Sonntagsblatt
(1885): part I-VII, Mai 24, 31, Juni 7,14,21,28, Juli5; "Cibola II," parts I-IV,
Okt. 25, Nov. 1,8,15.
7. In 1884 Das Ausland had already published several "letters" from "a
traveler in Southwestern North America," among others, one on Cochiti and one
on Acoma. Now Bandelier was working ori~another series of seven entitled
"Briefe aus Neu-Mexiko von Adolph F. Bandelier," which appeared in 1885-86
in Vol. LIX.
8. Adolph Bandelier, "Der Indianer Ausbruch in Arizona und der Feldzug
gegen die Apaches in Neu-Mexiko," St. Louis Westliche Post, June 21, 28.
9. Adolph Bandelier, "San Bernardino Chalchihuapan. Ein mexikanisches
Abenteuer.,'· National Zeitung (Berlin, 1885), vols. 581, 593, 595.
10. Adolph Bandelier, "La Decouverte du Nouveau-Mexique par Ie moine
franciscain Frere Marcos de Nice en 1539," Revue d'Ethnographie (Paris, 1886):
janvier-fevrier, pp. 31-48; mars-avril, pp. 117-34; mai-juin, pp. 193-212.
11. Adolph Bandelier, "The Discovery of New Mexico by Fray Marcos de
Nizza [sic]" Magazine of Western History 5 (1886):659-70. Reprinted in the New
Mexico Historical Review 4 (1929):28-44. Condensed version reprinted in The
Masterkey 2.(1929):5-15. The complete text has been translated into English by
the author of this article and is scheduled to appear in book form in 1980
(University of Arizona Press).
12. Bandelier,journals, November 10,1885.
13. In installments from January 1 to May 14, 1890.
14. Adolph Bandelier, The Delight Makers (New York, 1890). Reprinted in
1916,1918,1946, and 1971.
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15. Bandelier,journals, January 4,1886.
16. Bandelier,journals, April 17, 1886.
17. Bandelier,journals, May 17, 1886.
18. Bandelier,journals, May 18,1886.
19. Bandelier,journals, May 23,1886.
20. Jean Baptiste Salpointe had become Archbishop of Santa Fe the previous
year, upon the retirement of Archbishop Lamy. He was born in France and had
come to New Mexico as a missionary in 1859. Lamy had appointed him Bishop
of Arizona in 1869 and Bandelier had first met him in Tucson in 1884 while
traveling through that area.
21. Bandelier,journals, May 29, 1886. For information on Father Stephen see
Lange, Riley, and Lange, eds., The Southwestern Journals of Adolph F.
Bandelier, 3 vols. to date (Albuquerque, 1966- ), 3:449, note 588. See note 5,
above.
22. For information on Monsignor Straniero see Lange, Riley, and Lange, The
Southwestern Journals, 3:460, note 644.
23. Adolph Bandelier, "Histoire de la civilisation et des missions de Sonora,
Chihuahua, Nouveau-Mexique et Arizona, jusqu'il l'annee 1700" (manuscript in
the Vatican Library, Rome, Vat. Lat. 1411-14116), 5 vols. and atlas (1887).
24. Leslie A. White, ed., Pioneers in American Anthropology. The BandelierMorgan Letters. 1873-1883, 2 vols. (Albuquerque, 1940), 1: 73, note 20.
25. To sum up the composition of the "Histoire," it consists of seven parts.
Part I (5 chapters) discusses the land itself, the setting where the described events
took place. Part II (14 chapters) covers the history of the expeditions to the
Borderlands area from the beginning of the Spanish occupation to the end of the
16th century. Part III (5 chapters) deals more specifically with the missions and
Indian tribes of Chihuahua. Part IV (12 chapters) tells the story, both religious
and civil-military, of New Mexico In the 17th century. Part V (5 chapters) concentrates on the history of Sonora during the same period. Part VI (7 chapters)
tells of the Indians in the Borderlands as they could be observed in Bandelier's
own time. Part VII (8 chapters) outlines in great detail the "antiquities" found in
the area.
26. Bandelier,journals, October 24, 1886.
27. Cushing had spent several years at Zuni, under the auspices of the Bureau
of American Ethnology, for the purpose of studying the Indians. He succeeded in
being accepted as a member of the tribe and initiated into one of their secret
societies. Bandelier met him during his travels through the area and had visited
him in Zuni in 1883. They developed a great respect for each other and became
close friends.
28. Bandelier,journals, June 10,1887.
29. Paul Radin, ed., Southwestern Archaeologica: The Unpublished Letters of
Adolphe F. Bandelier concerning the Writing and Publication of the Delight
Makers (El Paso, 1942), p. 23. In A. F. Bandelier-A History of the Southwest. A
.Study of the Civilization and Conversion of the Indians in Southwestern United
States and Northwestern Mexico from the Earliest Times to 1700, 2 vols., 1: A
Catalogue of the Bandelier Collection in the Vatican Library, found in Sources
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and Studies for the History of the Americas, vol. VII (St. Louis, 1969), Father
Ernest J. Burrus points out that this is a quotation from Schiller's play Verschworing des Fiesco, Act III, Scene 4.
30. Letter from Frederick W. Hodge to Edgar L. Hewett, May 3, 1938,
Bandelier Collection, Museum of New Mexico.
31. Letter from Edgar Hewett to Frederick Hodge, Los Angeles, California,
May 8, 1938, Bandelier Collection, Museum of New Mexico.
32. White, The Bandelier-Morgan Letters 1:6, note 14.
33. Dr. Ricardo Matta was assistant to the Cardinal-Librarian of the Vatican
Library, Giovanni Mercati. He had been assigned to help Bloom in his search for
the Bandelier text.
34. Letter from Lansing B. Bloom to Edgar Hewett, Rome, April 26, 1938,
Bandelier Collection, Museum of New Mexico.
35. Burrus, A. F. Bandelier-A History of the Southwest, I: A Catalogue of the
Bandelier Collection in the Vatican Library.
36. Burrus, A. F. Bandelier-A History of the Southwest, II: Supplement to
Vol. I. Reproduction in Color of Thirty Sketches and of Ten Maps, in Sources and
Studies for the History of the Americas, vol. VIII.
37. Ernest J, Burrus, "The Bandelier Collection in the Vatican Library,"
Manuscripta 10 (1966):67-84.
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News Notes
THE NEXT ISSUE inaugurates the tenure of the Review's new editor, Dr. Richard
Etulain. Dr. Etulain comes to the Review from Idaho State University and has
already carved out a niche for himself in studies of Western American literature.
The acting editor, managing editor and staff wish to take this opportunity to
thank readers for their support, and to urge that readers enthusiastically
welcome the editorship of Dr. Etulain.
THE 1979 WESTERN LITERATURE ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE will be held in
Albuquerque, October 4-6 at the Ramada Inn. Dr. Richard Etulain, who is also
president of the Wl--A for 1978-79, will coordinate the conference. Sessions and
book displays will begin on Thursday with registration starting at 12:00 noon.
Thursday's themes are West Coast women writers, outsiders' perspectives of the
West, biography and tragedy in western literature, western consciousness in
writing about the West, interpretive approaches to the writings of Willa Cather,
the American West via England and Australia, and Canada and the American
West. A social hour and evening meal follow the sessions.
Friday morning topics include regional women writers of the Great Plains,
western realism, southwestern writers, contemporary western novelists, varieties
of regionalism, three views of southwestern literary culture, among others.
Following lunch and the WLA Executive Council meeting, the conferees may
choose from talks dealing with epics in the West, western film as mode and
theme, Mary Hallock Foote and her interpretations, the popular western,
nineteenth-century explorers and writers, and immigrant experiences. A business
meeting, happy hour, western American literature auction and banquet conclude the day.
Saturday sessions feature western historiography and literature, fronting the
frontier and American West, perspectives on Indian literature and Indians in
literature, Vardis Fisher and A. B. Guthrie, Jr., critical approaches to western
poetry, cowboys in western literature, and the writings of Frank Norris and John
Steinbeck. A noon luncheon closes the conference. Special guest speaker for the
1979 conference will be well-known western novelist, Wright Morris. All interested people are welcome to attend.
Cost of pre-registration before October 1 is $3.00 and $5.00 after that date.
Lodging will be at the Albuquerque Ramada Inn; singles $21.50 and doubles and
twins, $29.50. Reservation deadline September IS, Ramada Inn (505) 296-5472.
Meals are optional, to be paid upon arrival. For further information contact, Dr.
Richard Etulain, NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW, 1013 Mesa Vista
Hall, UNM, Albuquerque, New Mexico, (505) 277-5839.
THE ANNUAL MEETING of the Society for Historical Archaeology will be held in
Albuquerque, January 8-11, 1980, at the Hilton Inn. The conference on Underwater Archaeology will also convene at the same time. For information contact
Albert E. Ward, SHA Program Chairman, Center for Anthropological Studies,
Box 14576, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 87191 or Calvin R. Cummings, CUA
Program Chairman, National Park Service, Box 25287, Denver, Colorado,
80225, respectively.

JOHN GA W MEEA1, F.A.I.A.:
AN APPRECIATION
ARTHUR L. DEVOLDER

WITH T-SQUARE, avid determination, and an abiding love for
southwestern architecture, John Caw Meem IV carved out an
international reputation in his chosen profession. He became the
central proponent of the "Santa Fe style," an adaptation of
Spanish-Pueblo architecture to modern designs, exemplified by
the present character of the University of New Mexico.
John Gaw Meem IV was born in Brazil on November 17, 1894,
the eldest son of John Gaw III and Elsa Krishke Meem, Episcopalian missionaries to that South American nation. Since his
father and paternal grandfather had been Virginia Military Institute graduates, it was natural that when the time came for John
Gaw IV to enter college he would consider the saine institution.
He left Brazil to enter VMI in the summer of 1910 when he was
not quite sixteen and graduated on June 25, 1914, standing
number eighteen in the graduating class of sixty-three cadets.)
After graduation as a civil engineer, he took a position as an
engineering apprentice with the Underpinning and Foundation
Company, New York City, and worked for two years in the construction of a subway connecting Broadway with Manhattan
Bridge along Canal Street. He stayed with the company until he
was called into military service in May 1917. He later recalled
that he was constantly teased about the connotation of the company's name; his friends hinted it was not proper for him to be
concerned with ladies' undergarments.
After the entrance of the United States into World War I in
1917, Meem joined the Army and was assigned to the Officers
Reserve Corps, Plattsburg Barracks, New York, where he became
an instructor under the direction of General Leonard Wood. He
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was raised to the rank of Captain, Infantry, in the Allied Expeditionary Force prior to his discharge in 1919. It was during his service in Plattsburg that Meem contracted influenza which later
was to develop into tuberculosis, the effect of which changed his
career.
In his weakened state he decided that he would forego engineering for a time and he received a position as a credit manager with
the National Bank of New York City, largely because of his
knowledge of Portuguese. Upon completion of his trainee work, he
was sent to a branch of the National Bank in Rio de Janeiro. However, Meem had a reoccurrence of tuberculosis and was forced to
return to New York within a year where a physician recommended bed rest for an indeterminate period of time. One of the
places the doctor recommended for treatment was Santa Fe, New
Mexico; by coincidence as he left the doctor's office, he noted a
sign for the Santa Fe Railroad and went in to obtain some literature. Impressed by the contents of the brochures, he shortly
thereafter entrained for the city of Santa Fe, the area which was to
become his home. His developing love for the architecture of the
Southwest would be the beginning of a distinguished career.
Meem entered the Sunmount Sanatorium for the recuperative
rest that the New York physician had recommended. Here it was
that he met Doctor Frank E. Mera and Carlos Vierra, men who
later influenced him in his study of architecture, especially of the
"Santa Fe style." At the Sanatorium, he came in contact with
many writers, artists and lecturers who often visited their friends
to share their talents. Some of them, along with some of the institution's patients, settled in Santa Fe and later became Meem's
clients or advocates, recommending Meem as an architect. One
such acquaintance was Carlos Vierra, who influenced Meem in
his growing love for southwestern architecture. Vierra, a native of
San Francisco and of Portuguese descent, had the Portuguese
language as a common ground with Meem. Soon Meem and this
photographer-artist were exchanging ideas. As Ruth Laughlin
later wrote: "No one took as intense an interest in Spanish-Indian
architecture as Carlos Vierra. He studied and photographed every
old building he could find 2 and preached his gospel of the long
heritage of native architecture so vehemently that it became
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known as the "Santa Fe style," although buildings at the State
University in Albuquerque had been designed along Indian lines
some years before." 3
When archaeologist Sylvanus Griswold Morley restored an old
adobe for his home, when Carlos Vierra's ideas became more
widely known, and when the Honorable Frank Springer gave a
substantial contribution toward a state art museum patterned on
the venerable New Mexico mission churches and had Vierra build
a new house along the old lines, the "Santa Fe style" was launched
in earnest. This support of the "Santa Fe style'~ was championed
also by the Taos art colony as represented by Earnest L. Blumenschein who revealed in 1953 that
. . . about 1910-when in Taos the merchants were inducing the
native Spanish Americans to cover their adobe walls with tinlarge sheets of tin indented to imitate stone masonry-and also to
place a sloping tin roof on the church at Ranchos de Taos, I believe
it was right then that the artists and writers started something that
developed way beyond our control, the preservation of the SpanishPueblo style in New Mexico.
We never considered Spanish homes-or five storied communal
Indian buildings as architecture, and we were all much surprised
when gradually, by public opinion, the Spanish-Pueblo style of
Architecture was being adopted by the entire state, as not only
practical and fitting, but most of all, as attractive drawing card to
visitors:

There were other influences as well that started John Gaw
Meem on his career. At an early state of his residence in New Mexico he became interested in the great Franciscan churches that
had been built by sixteenth and seventeenth century missionaries.
He did quite a few sketches of them and was pleased to note that
others felt that he had some talent in this line. In this venture he
wa~ encouraged by Dr. Mera. Meem recalled that many of his
early drawings were done in bed and later in a small cottage on
the Sunmount grounds which Mera allowed him to use. Much of
his work through 1928 was done there, including his perspectives
of the Fuller Lodge which was built as piut of the Los Alamos
Boys School in 1927-1928. 5
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Because of his growing talent in architectural sketching Meem
decided that, since his health was improved, he would try to enter
the field of architecture. In 1922 he wrote to the firm of Fisher
and Fisher in Denver for a position. Arthur H. Fisher wrote to
him:
In response to your letter of September 11 regarding your application for a position in our office it seems to us that you should be
worth $15.00 at least to this office, and we will be glad to take you
in on that salary, and of course, if we find that you are more
valuable to us than the salary would indicate we will be only too
glad to pay you whatever we think you are worth, and I feel that
you should make good strides especially if you carryon the work in
the Atelier. 6

In referring to the Atelier, Fisher was speaking of the branch of
Beaux Arts Institute of Design operated by Burnham Hoyt in
Denver. Meem did attend the school while working at Fisher and
Fisher, and enjoyed some success as a student. Among the many
drawings in the Meem Collection at the University of New Mexico's Zimmerman Library there are perspectives for which Meem
received honors in national competition while he studied at the
Atelier.
His overzealousness in his work in Denver, both at the Atelier
and Fisher and Fisher, proved Meem's undoing and within a year
he was back at the sanatorium in Santa Fe. This did not discourage Meem, for he established an office with Cassius McCormick in space loaned him by Mera. Meem and McCormick
became the foundation of the successful architectural firm, under
different names, which Meem was to head until his resignation in
1959. In this new office Meem used the specifications for buildings which he had learned in his work at Fisher and Fisher.
Meem also became involved with the Society for the Preservation and Restoration of New Mexico Mission Churches, first as
secretary then as supervising architect and chairman. Originally
the interest in the church restoration program was sparked by
Miss Ann Evans, daughter of the Governor of Colorado. She established the Society aided by Burnham Hoyt, who had been Meem's
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architectural mentor in Denver's Atelier. When Hoyt was commissioned to do the restoration and repair of the roof at Acoma, he
asked Meem to be the supervising architect. It was a challenging
job that had to be done on short notice, since it was started in midOctober and had to be finished in about six weeks to avoid possible bad weather. Money for this project was supplied by Mr.
William McPhee of Denver and plans for the restoration and
repair of the roof were drawn by Burnham Hoyt of Denver,
assisted by Meem and Carlos Vierra.
As L. A. Riley II, construction supervisor, later wrote in El
Palacio, there were many difficulties in preparing for the laying of
the roof since the work was to be done by volunteers, with the supplies and equipment to be obtained from Denver, Santa Fe and
Albuquerque. The church at the top of the mesa was a tremendous
challenge. Riley described the repair work in the following terms:
The roof work alone required the following quantity of materials,
which had to be carried up the 350 foot cliffs of the mesa either on
human backs or on burros and hoisted to the roof of the church
some 60 feet further: 50,000 pounds of water; 24,000 pounds of
cement, 72,000 pounds of sand, 35,000 feet of boards for scaffolding, 5,000 pounds of felt roofing and 5,000 pounds of
asphalt. . . . Thanks to the courage and generosity of Mr. John
Meem, Miss Mary V. Conkey, Mr. and D. T. Kelly, we took our risk
and pushed ahead and funds so generously provided by Mr.
McPhee quickly became available. 7

Similar gambles on obtaining monies for other church restoration projects were not unusual and many prominent personages in
Santa Fe were involved. Among them was Mary Austin, the distinguished writer, who worked diligently in raising money for the
society and obtained eight thousand dollars to purchase the Sanctuario de Chimayo from private owners. In turn the society
presented the chapel to the Catholic church. 8 Other churches
restored through the aid of the Society for the Preservation and
Restoration of New Mexico Missions included Santa Ana, Laguna,
Zia, San Jose de Las Trampas, St. Augustine at Isleta and Ranchos
de Taos. 9
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Above: John Caw Meem with his model of the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center. Below:
Laboratory of Anthropology, Santa Fe. Photos courtesy of the John Caw Meem Collection,
Zimmerman Library, UNM.
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The activities of Meem in the society did not limit his architectural efforts in other areas. He and McCormick were very busy in
other pursuits, especially in the remodeling of homes and new
home building in the Santa Fe style, as well as designing churches,
business structures and schools.
Before long Meem outgrew the space loaned to him by Mera and
he found it necessary to build his own office on land which he purchased adjacent to Sunmount. Some of his early patrons were Mrs.
Knox Taylor, Ashley Pond, Mary Austin, The Episcopal Church
of the Holy Faith, the Sunmount Company, Laura Conkey and
others. He continued to innovate. His work on Fuller Lodge at the
Los Alamos Boys' School in 1928, for example, was made from
800 logs set upright with the side chinks filled with concrete. The
logs for this massive structure were obtained on the school
grounds and processed there for use in the structure. The Lodge
gained notoriety during the 1940s when it was used as a center by
the Manhattan Project for development of the atom bomb.
In 1929 Cassius McCormick left the firm and Meem shortly
thereafter hired Hugo Zehner as chief draftsman. In 1934 Meem
made him an associate, and in 1940 he became a partner in the
firm and stayed with Meem until his retirement in 1959. Meanwhile many projects were keeping the firm busy. Two big commissions during this time, the expansion of the La Fonda Hotel and
the winning of the John D. Rockefeller, Jr. competition which
resulted in the building of the Laboratory of Anthropology, gave
Meem national publicity. Extensive coverage of the competition
was given in the New York Times of January 12, 1930 in which
was mentioned that a set of architectural drawings and plans for
the complete group of twenty buildings would be displayed at the
American Museum of Natural History in New York City until
January 18, 1930. These same three drawings are now on permanent display in the Meem Collection in Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico. In a later article in the New York Times
Magazine, reference is made to the design of the Laboratory of
Anthropology:
According to John Caw Meem, who is archi~ect of the new anthropologicallaboratory, the origin of the style which bears the town's
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name lies in the Pueblo Indian fortress type of architecture built for
defense which becomes adaptable to modern uses by the adoption
of the Spanish plan and certain details. The purest examples of the
so-called Spanish-Pueblo type of architecture are found in the early
Franciscan missions, of which many still exist. I 0

In the early 1930s Meem's reputation in the distinctive SpanishPueblo style was greatest, although Meem gave full credit to
earlier architects whom he said should have been recognized for
the development of the Santa Fe style. Meem, however, did more
than any other individual to popularize this type of architecture
by working for the preservation of the antiquities of the state of
New Mexico, particularly in the Santa Fe area, and by using
Spanish-Pueblo styles as exemplified on the University of New
Mexico campus in Albuquerque.
Meem served as University Architect for the university from
1933 to 1959. His commissions there came about through the
intercession of John J. Dempsey, who was director of the NRA and
FHA and later U.S. Congressman and Governor of New Mexico. It
was he who introduced Meem to the Board of Regents who were
contemplating several building projects under the auspices of the
Public Works Administration. Dr. James F. Zimmerman, then
president of the university, was apparently also impressed with
Meem's credentials, and when money was forthcoming Meem was
given the commission for designing four projects including the administration and laboratory building, the heating plant, the Student Union Building (now Anthropology) and the university
library (now named for Zimmerman). One of the most notable
features of the latter building is the carved beams and corbels used
in the structure and desks and decorative panels in various rooms
of the library. The detail work on the building accessories was
done at the Newton Lumber Company in Pueblo, Colorado. Three
native artisans did the wood carvings-Faustin Talachi, San Juan
Pueblo; Justin Yazzie, a Navajo; and Daniel Mirabal of Taos
Pueblo. 1 I Some of their artistic work can be seen also in the
auditorium classroom of the anthropology building, formerly the
Student Union Ballroom.
With the completion of the library in 1938 very little construction was done on campus until the end of World War II when there
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was a great surge of building. Numerous structures were completed from 1946 through 1960, resulting in a total of thirty-six
Meem-designed buildings on the campus.
For his work on the university buildings Meem was awarded a
doctorate, honoris causa, in Fine Arts in 1960. The citation read
in part:
. he has been the guiding influence in the creation of a homogeneous complex of campus structures which has been termed one
of the outstanding examples of regional architectural style in the
United States. By capturing the soft earth colors and characteristic
shapes of the landscape, and through a sensitive use of symbolic
design, he has been able to recall both the form and spirit of the ancient and rich heritage of the Southwest while meeting the contemporary functional requirements of a growing university. . . .12

In discussing the university buildings, Meem recalled that Dr.
William George Tight had first started the trend to SpanishPueblo architecture in the early 1900s by remodeling Hodgin
Hall, but that move had not been too well received. In the 1930s,
however, the regents desired to revitalize that architectural style
which seemed so well fitted to the university campus. Meem noted
that the administration building was quite different in many ways;
for example, a series of secular colored pictorial Indian panels on
the east and west side were definitely not a part of the SpanishPueblo style but rather a development of a new style to replace
conventional devices with more regional ones.
In a taped interview with Van Darn Hooker, one of his successors as University Architect, Meem gave a great deal of credit
for visionary campus planning to university President Tom Popejoy and Director of Student Affairs Sherman Smith. He said he
was extremely grateful to Dr. Smith for his guidance but was also
indebted to Popejoy for his understanding and friendship. At that
time, in i 950, the civil engineering building was nearly completed
and ready for final inspection by the Board of Regents. However
when Meem went to check over the building prior to the board's
examination, he noticed some cracks in the main beams and,
with dismay in my heart, I checked into the records of my office
and found, sure enough, the structural drawings didn't show
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enough steel in the roof area. I went back to our design records and
there I found that some of the instructions in regard to the reinforcing steel had not been transferred to the working drawings. I decided that I would speak to Popejoy even though it was a Sunday
morning and tell him of the trouble. I did so and explained the entire situation and the need of a month to a month and one-half of
delay to rebuild the beams and the roof. Tom Popejoy immediately
said he would call the Regents and explain that there would be a
delay in the completion of the structure. 13

Meem's work obviously had made an impression upon his
fellow architects, for a few years later he was appointed-in conjunction with the Department of the Interior and AlA-as a member of the Advisory Board of the Historical American Buildings
Survey. He was active in this capacity at intervals from 1933 to
1959, serving as district officer for Colorado, Arizona and New
Mexico. He was aided in the HABS surveys by A. Leicester Hyde
to whom he funnelled the names of applicants who could qualify
for the exacting detail work on the many historic buildings which
were to be listed in New Mexico such as the Palace of the Governors, San Miguel and Rosario Chapels, Our Lady of Guadalupe
Church, the Borrego and Rael houses in Santa Fe, the Baca House
in Las Vegas, and various mission churches and other selective
buildings erected prior to 1860. He was active on many committees of the AlA covering historic preservation and restoration, and
he served on many juries judging national architectural honor
awards for various types of structures until his retirement in 1959.
Commissions during the early thirties kept Meem occupied as
well. During this period he was involved with such diverse designs
as a chapel (La Floret, Colorado Springs) and the Colorado
Springs Fine Arts Center for Mrs. Frederick M. P. Taylor, work on
remodeling the old St. John's Cathedral and Diocesan House in
Albuquerque and four buildings on the UNM campus, the Fountain Valley School in Colorado Springs, and various homes such as
the Cyrus McCormick, Jr. and Amalia Hollenbeck dwellings.
Meem had entered another form of partnership in 1933. As
preoccupied as he was with his diversified work and public service
activity, Meem did take time to woo and win the hand of one of his
employees who had started work in 1931. Faith Bemis, daughter
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ofMr. and Mrs. Albert Farwell Bemis of Chestnut Hill, Boston,
had graduated from the Cambridge School of Architecture and
Landscaping Design in 1928. She had worked in New York for
two years before coming west to be with her aunt, Mrs. F. M. P.
Taylor in Colorado Springs. Subsequently she joined the Meem
firm working as a dr<:tftsman.
Shortly after his marriage Meem started work on the Colorado
Springs Fine Arts Center in that resort city which has been acclaimed as one of his finest designs. This modified Spanish-Pueblo
structure has "extremely straight lines and is built entirely with
reinforced concrete and in many ways is a very stark structure.
Yet it was hailed by many critics as one of the finest and most
complete community art centers in the United States. It was recognized in many national magazines and widely lauded by architects at that time. Even one of his most severe critics, Ernest
Blumenschein, who disagreed considerably with Meem's point of
view and felt Meem did not have great imaginative and dramatic
design since he insisted on perfection of technique rather than trying for emotional appeal, admitted:
It seems that he had a greater success in Colorado Springs. And
here is where I 'cave in'-and acknowledge that out of the faultless,
almost mechanically correct execution, out of straight line atop of
other straight lines, he has achieved a masterpeice. And it is a
beauty.
To me, the Art Center structure is conceived in the modern spirit,
influenced slightly by the Pueblo Style. But all this is forgotten as
one responds to the unusual elegance resulting from his stiff correctness. No doubt his proportions are the big secret of a splendid
job in whiCh he stamped the name of John Caw Meem, his cultural
taste and extraordinary skill on a monument that elevates our
minds and inspires our work. 14

Meem was presented with an honorary master of arts degree from
Colorado College in 1936 in recognition of this outstanding building and awarded the Silver Medal by the Fifth Pan-American Congress-of Architects at Montevideo for excellence of design.
His otherrffajor-wor-k_ in_ 1939-40 was the building of the
Church of Cristo Rey. Truly in-every way a splendid example of
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the early Franciscan churches, it was planned to house the famous
reredos of the "Castrense" which had been hidden from public
view for many years in the back of the chancellery of the Cathedral of St. Francis in San.ta Fe. Some remodeling was done to the
church in 1970, but the structure remains essentially the same today as it was in 1940 when it was completed.
Meem had been visiting in Europe when the rumblings of World
War II cut short his stay. Throughout the conflict, his office was
kept busy with many projects for various Army installations,
chiefly housing for Army personnel and their families. One major
project, a proposed Air Force academy to be named Roswell Air
Field, which took much of his time during the early forties, was
never built. He did design several more churches of which the St.
James Episcopal Church (Clovis, New Mexico), done in the traditional Pueblo style and completed in 1950, was widely lauded.
However, the bulk of the work in the late forties was taken up with
the fast growth of structures on the University of New Mexico
campus.
In the ten-year period between 1945 and 1955 Meem's firm
designed approximately twenty buildings for the University of
New Mexico campus including Mitchell Hall (classrooms); Northrop Hall (Geology); Castetter Hall (Biology); Clark Hall (Chemistry); Bratton Hall (Law); faculty apartments; and the Golf
Building on the north campus. Other major works in Albuquerque
during this period were the Bataan Memorial Hospital and the
Lovelace Clinic. Some houses were designed and built in Albuquerque quite differently from his former structures, namely the
Phillips and Cornish residences, made of brick and with pitched
roofs. The Wallace Beil stone and board house in Gallinas Canyon
near Las Vegas, designed to blend well with its environment, was
another departure. Meem also designed a passive solar house for
Libbey-Owens-Ford Company which was included in an illustrative book published by Simon and Schuster in 1947. 15 This was
possibly based on the Elinor Gregg house built with exposed round
beams, but with cantilevered overhangs serving the purpose of
protecting the walls below.
Meem began to relinquish many of his duties as senior partner
in the firm of Meem, Holien and Buckley as early as 1956 when he
took some time to visit South America. On June 17, 1959 he wrote
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to Tom Popejoy, President of the University, that he planned to
resign from his firm at the end of 1959 and that after that time he
would be willing to become a consultant, but without firm commitment.
After 1960 Meem did do some consulting work for the university but he devoted most of his time to public service, giving many
hours to the Capitol Buildings Improvement Committee from
1961-1967. Meem thought that new plans for' development in
Santa Fe should not interfere with the antiquities and character of
the neighborhood around the capitol which, residents hoped,
would develop into anoutstanding civic center and tourist attraction.
He became deeply involved with the two phases of remodeling
of the Santa Fe Plaza, donating his designs for improvement of the
city's center, including surrounding buildings and sidewalks. It
was at this time, in June 1967, that he became involved in the controversy regarding the moving of the Soldiers' Monument from the
center of the plaza to another location, preferably onto the State
Capitol grounds. This plan was opposed by Dr. Myra Ellen Jenkins, whose opposition he regretted because of her position. Meem
wrote to her on July 10,1967, that
I agree with you that the monument is indeed historical. . . . The
Santa Fe Plaza was chosen after the Civil War because it was in
front of the seat of Government, the Palace of Governors. If the site
of the monument were the grave of a hero or the location of a battlefield, we would not think of moving it. But since it is neither, and
was erected and presumably paid for by the Legislature of New
Mexico, we think it appropriate that they should move it to the new
State Capitol, thus permitting the City of Santa Fe to restore the
center of the Plaza to its former function as the center of civic
festivities.
I am sorry you feel you must make a public statement in opposition as your opinion as Senior Archivist, State Historian and Chairman of the Historic Sites Commission will carry great weight. 16

Meem withdrew his objections to the monument remaining in
the Plaza and wrote in the New Mexican on July 26, 1973 that "it
is like an ugly child, you love it like it is." Eventually, both phases
of the Plaza renovation were carried out, one in 1967 and the

Administration Building, renamed Scholes Hall in 1970, UNM. Photo courtesy of the John Gaw Meem Collection, Zimmerman Library, UNM.
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other in 1974. The Santa Fe New Mexican in its column "New
Mexico Opinion" had this to say about the changes:
Architect John Gaw Meem should be commended for his design
and layout which, he says, will preserve the Plaza as a daily part of
Santa Fe life. The new paving, new sidewalks and new, lower curbs
combined with refurbished wrought iron benches and old fashioned iron lamp posts make the Plaza comfortable and reflect this
community's pride in its past. 17
Meem was aided in this project by Kenneth Clark, Santa Fe architect, with some delineations being done by Foster Hyatt.
Whatever the depth of Meem's influence on New Mexico architecture, his creations were not universally loved. In an article in
Exploration 1975 he wrote somewhat defensively of
Frank Lloyd Wright, who upon visiting the campus of University
of New Mexico exclaimed, "This is imitation and all imitation is
base."! By this dubious and incorrect statement, he classified the
Zimmerman Library Building with its ten-storied vertical stack as
imitation. An imitation of what? If by imitation is meant the recalling or reflection of the past, he would condemn the whole of the
Renaissance. IS
Most of Meem's structures have been well accepted on the
university campus although the one building that has annoyed
some is the Johnson Gymnasium. AnthonyC. Antoniades, Visiting
Lecturer of Architecture at the University in 1971, stated that
the issue of proportion may be seen as the linear exaggeration of
scale consideration, and to my knowledge the most typical example
is to be seen in the architecture of Johnson Gymnasium on the
[University of New Mexico] campus. This building is a giantlooking adobe, which has grown in size without gaining anything
in spirit. The large enclosed space required steel frames to cover
the span, a span which would be impossible to cover with vigas.
Yet the building has been built with an adobe-looking facade with
details which promote it as an example of traditional architecture. 19
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Meem countered this argument, again with a touch of defensiveness, by saying:
Once again, one must repeat that this building was designed as a
contemporary structure to meet the functional requirements of a
gymnasium. It is not trying to imitate an adobe. It is recalling some
of the latter's characteristics such as flat roofs, sloped walls and
earth colors as a reminder of the environment, and doing this in
preference to hard straight lines associated with much of today's
design. 20

Antoniades, however, was not alone in his criticism. University
Professor of Art Bainbridge Bunting, in an article in Albuquerque
Magazine, called Johnson Gymnasium one of the worst designed
buildings in Albuquerque. Bunting wrote,
Although obviously not attempting to copy Taos Pueblo or any
other historic building, the designers tried to recall the tradition of
the area by attaching a few architectural symbols such as portals
and subsidiary masses to the enormous cube which contains a
basketball arena. One trouble is that the cube was much too large
to be tamed by such puny additions. Another was the large amount
of window area which destroys the feeling of compactness which is
the essence of the Southwestern tradition. 21

Since 1960 the character of the University of New Mexico campus has changed somewhat. That the Meem influence was no
longer the absolute was obvious from an article published in the
New Mexico Architecture magazine entitled, "A Conversation
with Allan Temko," in which architect John P. Conron asked:
"What is the value of a regional architecture? Is not the College of
Education the first attempt to express on the campus the essence of
the New Mexico architectural heritage in a contemporary manner, but without resorting to Pueblo Style cliches?"23 Temko
conceded it was a decided improvement, and that Max Flatow deserved credit for injecting a new idiom. Improvement or not, the
change was just that-idiomatic, not a completely new style of expression. The impact of Meem upon the UNM campus, upon Albuquerque, Santa Fe and the rest of New Mexico, and upon the
world of architecture generally was indelible.
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AROUND THE STATE
PHILIP NAKAMURA
Museum of New Mexico

The Historical Society of New Mexico announced that the 1980 annual
meeting will be held in Roswell on April 18, 19 and 20. Papers may be submitted
to Thomas E. Chavez, History Division, Museum of New Mexico, P.O. Box 2087,
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503. The Chaves County Historical Society in Roswell
will host the event.
The Kit Carson Foundation of Taos, New Mexico, is planning to open another
of its historic properties to the public. To be restored in 1980, the Ernest L.
Blumenschein Memorial Home will contain original furniture and furnishings in
the main living area as well as some art work and memorabilia in
Blumenschein's studio.
The American Association of Museums, which initiated an accreditation program in 1970, distributes Professional Standards for Museum Accreditation and
Museum Ethics free to any museum. These publications can serve as a daily
guide for improving programs and operations. AAM is presently developing an
assessment program intended to aid museums and enhance the quality of their
operations. For more information, contact the AAM of the state museum coordinator, Philip Nakamura, Museum Coordinator, Education Division, Museum
of New Mexico, P.O. Box 2087, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503. Historical
societies and museums in New Mexico have been receiving questionnaires from
the coordinator in preparation for the publication of a statewide directory. If you
have not yet been contacted or have had recent staff changes, please contact the
state museum coordinator.
On the corner of 19th Street and Mountain Road, the new Albuquerque
Museum opened August 5. Architect Antoine Predock has incorporated the
building with its Old Town site and integrated a bank of solar collectors to create
one of the few solar-heated museums of its size and a worthy model for future
museum structures.
The Museum of New Mexico Traveling Exhibits Service, under the auspices of
the Museum's Education Bureau, reports that the following New Mexico
museums and organizations will sponsor traveling exhibits:
New Mexico Junior College, Hobbs
"Chuckwagons and Cowboys-Lithographs of Theodore Van Soelen"(November, December)
Carlsbad Municipal Fine Arts Museum, Carlsbad
"New Mexico Churches-Photographs by Robert Brewer," and "Santos:
New Mexico's Holy Images'" -(November, December)
Sandia Laboratories Special Exhibition Facility, Albuquerque
(not open to the public)
"Santa Fe Sketchbook-Sketches by Andy Burns" -(November, December)
Western New Mexico University Museum, Silver City
"Juegos y Juegetes-Toys and Games of Hispanic New Mexico"(November, December)
Contact the various sponsoring organizations for specific dates of the exhibits
and hours of operation.

Book Reviews
Los PAISANOS: SPANISH SElTLERS ON THE NORTHERN FRONTIER OF NEW SPAIN. By
Oakah L. Jones, Jr. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1979. Pp. xv, 351.
II1us., notes, bibliog., index. $22.50.
WHEN THE SPANIARDS PUSHED NORTHWARD from Central Mexico to occupy the interior of the continent, they adapted and employed three basic institutions for the
purpose-the mission; the presidio, or garrison; and the civil settlement. Since
Herbert Eugene Bolton sparked interest in this area of inquiry, scholars over the
years have traced the military and religious thrusts more fully than that of the
civil settlement. The author of the book under consideration thus provides a
much needed study, having, in his words, "chosen to concentrate on the civilian
settler-the farmer, laborer, stockman, and artisan-to depict his importance in
the frontier expansion of New Spain from the settlement of Culiacan in 1531 to
the achievement of Mexican independence from Spain in 1821" (xi). He notes
that the missionaries came in tens, the military in hundreds, but the paisanos, the
countrymen and settlers, came in thousands. In fact, he estimates that the
population of the area of his concern approximated 41 7,000 around 1800 (240).
Basing his work on a wide-ranging use of primary and secondary sources, all
discussed most usefully in a bibliographical essay, the author has produced a
broad, scholarly synthesis of the history of the paisanos on New Spain's northern
frontier-where they lived; their origins, usually in the provinces immediately to
the south of their locales; what they produced to support themselves; how they
provided shelter; their principal concerns, including "barbarous" Indians,
health, food supplies, and so forth; and, generally, how they coped with their
environment. A most important introduction sets the historical context for the
settlements, discussing practices in urban development both in the Iberian Peninsula and New Spain upon which the frontiersmen naturally drew, with necessary
adaptations to suit local circumstances. Also explained is the methodological approach to the study.
The geographical area the author examines is immense. He divides it into four
regions-Northeastern (Coahuila, Nuevo Leon, Texas, Nuevo Santander), North
Central (Nueva Vizcaya and New Mexico), Northwestern (Sinaloa and Sonora),
and the Pacific (Baja and Alta California). His principal concern is social, of
course, but he does establish the political and administrative framework in
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which the frontier develops. And he does correctly conclude that the Spanish settlers were among the first frontiersmen in America. They brought with them the
Spanish blend of Western culture, and they were adapters to a difficult environment on the frontier. They were indeed agents of occupation. The author also includes a useful and thoughtful comparison between the Spanish frontiersman
and his American counterpart.
Lastly, the book is finely executed. In addition to the bibliographical essay
mentioned above, clear maps and a selection of fresh illustrations give visual
dimensions to sites and scenes described in the text. Those not well-acquainted
with the history of the Borderlands (and many who are!) will be most grateful for
the inclusions of a "Glossary of Spanish terms" and a chronology of important
events between \52\ and \821 in New Spain affecting the area underconsideration.

Texas Tech University

DAVID M. VIGNESS

HISPANO FOLKLIFE OF NEW MEXICO: THE LORIN W. BROWN FEDERAL WRITERS'
PROJECT MANUSCRIPTS. By Lorin W. Brown, Charles L. Briggs and Marta
Weigle. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1978. Pp. 336. Illus.,
index, bibliog. $15.00.
FEW NEW MEXICANS living through the depression would have taken comfort in
the dicho "no hay mal que por bien no venga." The depression years were a time
of severe poverty in northern New Mexico as elsewhere in the United States.
However, true to the dicho, it brought northern New Mexico some good in that it
made possible the collection and recording of much of its folklore and
ethnohistory. This was made possible through the Federal Writers Project (FWP)
which employed writers to do the collecting from 1935-39. Parts of this project
continued until 1942 under the WPA.
Through the independent works of Benito Cordova, Lyle Saunders and others
in compiling their respective bibliographies, it was known that extensive work
had been done by the FWP; however, very little of it was published. Hopefully,
the work of collecting and publishing these manuscripts by such scholars as
Charles L. Briggs and Martha Weigle will continue. With the publication of
Hispano Folklife of New Mexico, we have the fruit of labors expended some forty
years before.
This book features the work of Lorin W. Brown who was employed by the
FWP to go into the field to collect folklore and ethnohistory. Brown was born
and raised in Taos and later, after being educated in Kansas, returned to Cordova as a school teacher, holding that post from 1922 through 1931. Later he
bought a small store and briefly served as game warden until 1933 when he
moved to Santa Fe.
The timing of the FWP project was perfect. The villages had evolved from
Spanish colonial days through the early days of statehood into rural selfsufficient enclaves in the mountain valleys. Even through the end of the 1930s
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some villagers could still boast that they needed stores only to buy cloth, shoes
and sugar. However, by this time many more had to leave the villages and hire
out as railroad laborers, miners and sheepherders. Rural electrification, home
water systems and automobiles were just beginning to creep into the valleys. The
post- World War II era was to quicken the pace of modernization and it was fortunate that Brown and his co-workers had done their research when the villages
were evolving much more slowly.
Brown's essays presented in this book cover the gamut of village ethnohistory
and folklife. He recounts Indian raids, buffalo hunts, tales about the rieos and
trade. He describes the villages at play through their fiestas, games and riddle exchange. He deals with old age, religion and its rituals and finally with the way
the villagers handle death.
After his stint with the FWP, Brown left New Mexico in pursuit of other
endeavors during wh~ch time he put aside his notes and thoughts of Hispanic
folklife in New Mexico. A trip to northern New Mexico in 1970 re-enkindled
memories of his New Mexico past and encouraged by Marta Weigle and others he
produced Echoes of the Flute. This made him decide to move back to New Mexico where Briggs and Weigle were able to persuade him to prepare some of his
manuscripts for publication. The result is a delightful yet scholarly book which
can serve as an introductory volume to the general reader or can be a resource to
the social scientist investigating the culture.
The value of this publication lies in two other areas. It gives us a good overview
of the history of the FWP and (as Weigle has done in her other works on the area)
the authors give us the bonus of a very complete bibliography on the subject.
Lorin W. Brown died on January 21, 1978, before this book was published and
this volume is a fitting memorial to his work.

College of Santa Fe

ADR'IAN H. BUSTAMANTE

HISTORIC ALBUQUERQUE TODAY: AN OVERVIEW SURVEY OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS
AND DISTRICTS. By Susan Dewitt. Historic Landmarks Survey of Albuquerque,
1978. Pp, 128. Illus. $8.50.
THOUGH NOT WRITTEN primarily for historians, Historic Albuquerque Today is a
welcome volume for those interested in the social and cultural history of the
region. Published by the Historic Landmarks Survey of Albuquerque and funded
by the City of Albuquerque and the Historic Preservation Program of New Mexico, this well-written and aptly illustrated volume singles out the Albuquerque
that existed "before the War [World War II] changed the city's outlines forever."
Modestly described by Survey Director Susan Dewitt as an overview survey and
partial sampling of historic local structures, Historic Albuquerque Today
skillfully addresses several basic concerns of the contemporary preservation
movement in the United States, Not the least of these is the need to explicate and
justify architectural preservation and restoration to urban taxpayers and public
officials and to property owners and potential developers in historic districts.
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Besides citing the current economic arguments for preservation, Ms. Dewitt
emphasizes the significance of visual variety and architectural diversity for a rapidly expanding urban area such as Albuquerque. Along with aesthetic considerations so often lost in boom town development, she also recognizes the sense
of psychological security and well being that historic continuities afford to inhabitants. Besides celebrating the diversity of human material achievement
which defines the character of a place, historic artifacts themselves emerge as
important social elements in a complex society whose unity is dependent upon
widely shared consensual values.
Using a balanced and imaginative array of sources (census data, city registers,
diaries, travel accounts, old newspapers, Sanborn insurance maps, historic
photographs, etc. plus recent monographs and architectural studies), the author
presents a series of finely crafted historical sketches of pre-European settlement,
the early development of Old Town and nearby Hispanic villages now engulfed
by metropolitan sprawl, and the establishment of New Town and its oldest
satellite neighborhoods. Each section also includes a description and partial
register of selected structures. Such documentation of architectural and cultural
monuments in succeeding historical periods suggests that material evidence can
be a useful tool in studying an area undergoing the continual rapid modernization that has so marked the American experience. The material artifacts listed
here provide direct links to things of the past and serve as important clues to the
structure and functioning of a society experiencing continual change and alteration.
Finally, each section of the book and its final chapter contain a set of
reasonable, though far from universally accepted, recommendations for private
preservation uses and public policies that might enhance and enliven each area
and by extension the city as a whole. We are thus confronted with the present
conditions of the historic city and reminded that our response to contemporary
concerns can be shaped by an understanding of past experience and human
achievement. Historic Albuquerque Today, then, demonstrates how material
history as an expression of our collective memory provides an important dimension of time to our considerations of the present and the future.

University of New Mexico

CHARLES D. BIEBEL

BORDER BooM TOWN: CIUDAD JUAREZ SINCE 1848. By Oscar J. Martinez. Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1978. Pp. xvi, 231. Illus., notes, index, bibliog.
$12.95.
is a study that has long been needed, and Dr. Martinez is
probably the only man who could have written it. Born in central Chihuahua, he
came to Juarez as a child with his parents, and although his father was an "undocumented alien," he managed to educate his children in the United States. The
son now holds the Ph.D. from UCLA and is an assistant professor at UTEP.
BORDER BOOMTOWN
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Speaking native Spanish, he is accepted by informants in Mexico and uses
documentary and oral resources which would be difficult if not impossible for a
scholar with only English to locate and use. The writing is unusually competent
and the research is exhaustive. Dr. Martinez's book should not need revision for a
long time.
He has avoided a "popular" approach and makes his contribution in strict
scholarly form with charts and statistical tables, summaries at the ends of his
chapters, appendices, bibliography and full notes. His chief interest is the
economic history of the border region, emphasizing trade relations between the
two countries and the effect of commerce on the citizens of both. A "central
theme" is migration-the movement of people from one country to the other as a
result of economic changes. A knowledge of these matters is essential for an
understanding of the continuing uproar over "illegal aliens."
When the border was established in 1848, Paso del Norte, now Juarez, was
already a center of some importance, while El Paso, Texas, was hardly a village.
The situation, however, changed rapidly. On the American side border communities quickly became part of an "advancing agricultural, commercial, and
industrial system." Low tariffs and easy transportation gave them an advantage.
Then a zona libre was established, exempting Mexican merchants from oppressive duties, and it was the turn of the Americans to suffer and complain. The
free zone was abolished in 1905, and prosperity shifted back to the American
side. Much later in the century perimetros libres restored the balance for some
border communities, but not for all. Mexicans, Americans, and MexicanAmericans moved back and forth across the boundary, responding to economic
fluctuations.
New developments changed the picture as the years went by. The arrival of the
railroads, the completion of Elephant Butte Dam, the Mexican Revolution, Prohibition, the Bracero program-all had their effect, but each made Juarez more
"subservient" and "subordinate" to El Paso. In difficult times, one way out for
the Mexicans was to supply attractions for tourists-food, drink and
entertainment-and as a result Juarez came to be known as "the wickedest city"
and even as "the sinkhole of the world." Martinez points out that American demand created the situation.
In the sixties the central government at long last turned its attention to the
border areas and conditions improved dramatically. The National Frontier Program, the Border Industrialization Program, the ChamizAI development, and
measures designed to stimulate buying in Mexico brought progress and prosperity. Problems multiplied as a result of these advances, however, the greatest
being the rush for the border by enormous numbers of poor people from the interior. Juarez is now one of the fastest growing cities in the world with a population of well over half a million, and more keep coming, "stimulated by the peso
devaluation and the widespread misunderstanding of President Carter's amnesty
program for illegals." There are no apparent solutions, but the community struggles to maintain services.
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"Integrating the Mexican frontier into the national economy, concludes
Martinez, "remains an elusive and complex problem which Mexico will have to
continue to grapple with for years to come."

Arizona Historical Society

C. L. SONNICHSEN

MEXICAN AMERICANS IN ADALLAS BARRIO. By Shirley Achor. Tucson: University
of Arizona Press, 1978. Pp. xii, 202. Illus., notes, index. $12.50.
SHIRLEY ACHOR. researching a thesis, lived in a barrio to gain inhabitants' confidence and accurate information. Her findings showed that barrio's residents
were 90 percent native born, 57.5 percent homeowners, and 33 percent below
poverty levels despite Dallas bustling prosperity. During the 1960s White flight
increased Dallas's percentages of Mexican-Americans 4 to 8 and Blacks 19 to 25.
Mexican-Americans' family income ($8,206) was below city average ($10,019)
but above Blacks ($6,311). Anglos dominated white-collar jobs (56.1 percent),
but Mexican-Americans (35.5 percent) topped Blacks (24.3 percent) despite
Blacks' higher education levels. Achor noted barrio tendencies to train children
in historic sex roles and family solidarity in caring for aged parents. In poverty
areas food prices were higher, schools worse, and inhabitants faced ethnic and
socio-economic class prejudices.
The Dallas Citizens' Council held economic and political power, controlling
Dallas government through subordinate committees. However, court decisions
were increasing minority power in city government. Civil rightists encouraged
minority organization to gain improvements through politics and confrontation,
the latter a potential danger because of the attitude of Dallas police. Some barrioites perceived conditions improving with federal assistance; others saw no
change.
Achor observed four types of cultural adaptation among Mexican-Americans:
(1) insulation-rejecting Anglo culture and language; (2) accommodationseeking assimilation; (3) mobilization-activism for improved rights and conditions; (4) alienation-impoverished, involved in crime, and unable to cope with
life. Group four gave all Mexican-Americans a bad image. The author concludes
"dynamic variation and ongoing culture change characterize the barrio," and
there is no "typical" Mexican-American culture. She suggests programs to aid
barrio dwellers seek expansion of opportunities in education, employment and
health care rather than emphasize the changing of their values.
In appendices Achor presents the questionnaire used and a survey of the
literature-mainly limited to sociological and anthropological works with emphasis on the latter. She maintains that her evidence does not sustain the contention of earlier researchers that Mexican-American characteristics included
fatalism, present~time orientation, and lower aspiration levels.
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The value of this study is lessened by its limited scope and time span and that
the author neglects a vast array of historical writing on Mexican-Americans and
immigrants which would improve her analysis. Nevertheless, the book is worth
reading and holding in your library.

Pan American University

PORTER A. STRATION

LISTEN CHICANO: AN INFORMAL HISTORY OF THE MEXICAN AMERICAN. By Manuel
A. Machado, Jr. Chicago: Nelson Hall Publishers, 1978. Pp. xix, 196. lIlus.,
bibliog. $15.95.
INTERPRETATIVE HISTORIES of the Mexican American tend to fall prey to one of
two problems-or both. The lack of solid monographic literature makes it difficult to synthesize and it is oftentimes difficult for the author to remove his prejudices from the writing. Machado, like Rudolfo Acuna's Occupied America
before him, falls into both traps.
In no other way, however, does this book resemble Acuna's. In fact it appears
to be designed as an antidote to Acuna's rampant Chicanismo. Unfortunately,
like Acuna, Machado lets his emotion outrun his research.
In his "Introduction" (p. xiv) in talking about the increased role of the Mexican
American in the politics of the 70s Machado notes that in New Mexico the Mexican American "received political sops." I have some difficulty with a word like
"sops" when the list includes one United States Senator from 1935 to 1975; two
governors, Congressmen, and so forth, plus countless sheriffs, assessors and other
local but very important offices. In other areas he demonstrates the same sort of
political myopia (see especially pp. 124-25). In another area of interest to New
Mexico historians, Las Gorras Blancas, Machado again seems to have missed the
point. To pass them off as a "Hispano Ku Klux Klan" is to gloss over much of the
importance of the struggle for Hispano culture survival in 19th century New
Mexico.
And yet the book is not without its real strengths. The reading public needs to
know that the Mexican American experience does not lend itself well to
stereotyping. Acuna and the left has demonstrated the fallacy of stereotyping
from their perspective. Machado does it well from the right.
The preface by Senator Goldwater is an excellent example of the "some of my
favorite cultures are Mexican American" school of writing. It is mercifully brief.
It really is a shame such an obviously decent man lets his political convictions
dominate his political career.

North Texas State University

G. L. SELIGMANN, JR.
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ANARCHISM AND THE MEXICAN WORKING CLASS. 1860-1931. By John M. Hart.
Austin: University of Texas, 1978. Pp. x, 249. Illus., notes, bibliog., index.
$14.95.
NOT CLIO BUT CARROLL'S RED QUEEN reigns as the muse of history. Or so it seems
after reading the conclusion of John Hart's excellent analysis of the anarchist
movement from 1860 to 1931 in Mexico. He says: "In spite of increased national
productivity, the Mexican working classes continue to experience a legacy of
mass poverty. Their past struggles and present conditions indicate future unrest"
(p. 183). Through the Diaz dictatorship (1876-1911), the revolution's destruction
(1910-1920), and the revolution's bureaucratic stabilization, for workers the
more things changed, the more things remained the same.
Hart understates what he has accomplished. Although he has not written a
history of the Mexican working class, he has done more than evaluate Mexican
anarchism; he has identified precedents, organizers, organizations, and yearnings fundamental to both urban and rural workers. Here is essential reading for
anyone concerned with the Mexico of these years.
Hart focuses on the anarchist movement as the product of the unique political,
social, and economic conditions of Mexico and the nearly continuous influence
of European anarchists. Native and foreign anarchists hoped to achieve an
equalitarian, classless society composed of voluntary associations for workers at
each factory and for campesinos at each municipio. They failed.
But in their failure, the anarchists indelibly marked the working class. To a
considerable extent they politicized the workers in the factories and in the fields;
they achieved success in elevating women workers' rights; and they created a
powerful organization, the Casa delObrero, that won constitutional recognition
of workers' rights despite its suppression in 1916.
The author's conclusions have emerged from research in Mexico's major national archives (including the rarely accessible Archivo Hist6rico de la Defensa
Nacional), the state archives of Queretaro, .and the Diaz archivo in Cholula, as
well as investigations in the Nettlau Archive in the International Institute of
Social History, Amsterdam, and the Biblioteca Arus, Barcelona. He also compiled a definitive listing of anarchist and radical working-class newspapers. As
impressive as the research is, the book's significance results from the author's
perceptive, careful analysis of his data and his facile description of the anarchist
movement.
Perhaps the Red Queen is not such a poor mistress. Many readers have read
and reread her story-and John Hart's book deserves the same by historians of
Mexico.

North Carolina State University

WILLIAM H. BEEZLEY
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GUADALUPE VICTORIA: HIS ROLE IN MEXICAN INDEPENDENCE. By Arthur L.
DeVolder. Albuquerque: Artcraft Studies, 1978. Illus., notes, bibliog., index.
Pp. xii, 143. $4.95.
GUADALUPE VICTORIA is an admirable piece of scholarly work. The author, Arthur L. DeVolder, was Director of the Meem Collection in the University of New
Mexico Library until his retirement in 1978. DeVolder exhibits his passion for
historical detail and complexity. The study is a biography in the classical style of
German historicism. It is a monograph which details the period from 1810, the
beginning of the Mexican liberation movement, through Victoria's term of office
(1821-24) as the first President of the Republic of Mexico.
DeVolder must be commended for his recognition of the significance of the
Mexican independence movement, its limitations, and the characters who provided leadership or failed to do so. Especially, his recognition of Victoria's role is
important. Unlike many Anglo-American historians who study this period of
Mexican history, DeVolder respects the actors and the population. Only on occasion does he generalize stereotypes, as when he refers to the alleged "rape,
murder, and religious fanaticism practiced by the insurgent army" of Hidalgo

(p.8).

DeVolder, seemingly through instinct rather than conscious analysis, reveals
the fundamental class conflict present in the liberation movement. He clearly
favors Victoria as a leader, for his alliance with the oppressed masses, rather
than with other self-serving leaders from the criollo class. However, DeVolder
seems to empathize with the criollo fear of the masses. His lack of lucid class
perspective is the major weakness of the book.
Though the author apparently tried to resist the tendency, he does fall into the
trap of attributing "failures" to personality differences, such as the cause of conflict between Victoria and Mier y Teran (p. II). On the whole, though, the book
is a valuable addition to Mexican historiography. It is remarkably compact and
careful in analysis, and is readable, useful for the scholar, and palatable for a
general reading audience.

University of New Mexico

ROXANNE DUNBAR ORTIZ

PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE BORDER: THE OTIS A. AULTMAN COLLECTION. By Mary
S. Sarber. El Paso: El Paso Public Library Association, 1977. Pp. xiv, 10 I.
Illus. $15.00.
AMONC TH~ THRONC OF NEWCOMERS who invaded El Paso on the eve of the
modern Mexican Revolution was Otis A. Aultman, a photographer endowed
with extraordinary talent for capturing on film historic encounters and scenes of
impressive dramatic quality. A Missourian by birth (born in 1874), Aultman
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learned the skills of photography from his brother Oliver in Trinidad, Colorado.
For reasons stemming from an unhappy marriage, in 1909 Otis Aultman
relocated to El Paso, where he promptly found employment with the Scott Photo
Company.
When ~vents of the Mexican Revolution radiated northward to the border,
Aultman and his camera preserved for posterity many of the diversified aspects
of conflict and concord. As a creative photographer of first rank, Aultman was
not content to wait for the action to come to him. Rather, he often pursued remnants of insurgent groups into Mexico in search of the drama he examined
through the lens of the camera. In the course of photographing candid closeups
of the Revolution, Aultman met many of the caudillos who personified Mexico's
internal struggle-Francisco I. Madero, Pascual Orozco, Jr., Francisco "Pancho" Villa, and Fidel Avila-as well as the anonymous soldiers who faithfully
defended the fortunes of their leaders.
Contrary to initial impressions, Photographs from the Border is not exclusively
a pictorial essay of the Mexiqm Revolution. When Aultman died at the advent of
World War II, his extensive collection included nearly six thousand prints and
negatives, many of which reflected El Paso's architectural evolution. Some of the
structures Aultman photographed (such as the county courthouse and the
Carnegie Library), unfortunately, no longer stand as monuments of local pride
and achievement. However, numerous examples of El Paso landmarks survived
the march of progress that today, in the aftermath of the Bicentennial, are pointable objects of exultation. Aultman's photographs also depicted streets,
businesses, residences, and people.
At the height of active craftsmanship, Aultman occasionally expressed the
desire to donate the collection to an appropriate museum or library, but he never
completed such arrangement. To prevent ardent devotees from depleting the collection in the period following his death, an officer of the El Paso Chamber of
Commerce obtained an option on the negatives from the executor of Aultman's
estate and removed them to a secure depository. Interest in an exhibit of
Aultman's photographs continued during the intevening years, with several individuals at various times assuming responsibility for different tasks. In the final
stages, in one way or another, Clarence Leland Sonnichsen, Millard G. McKinney, Charles H. Binion, and Mary A. Sarber shared the honor of guiding the project to its ultimate conclusion. Photographs from the Border is the result of their
effort, bearing the distinctive imprimatur of Carl Hertzog, incomparable book
designer of the Southwest.
As a fitting epitaph to the memory of Otis A. Aultman, the El Paso Public
Library Association appended a succinct anecdote: "This edition of 3,000 copies
was completed in 1977 and the plates destroyed." Undoubtedly, like the material
resources that contributed to its contents, this book will become a collector's
item.

University of Texas at San Antonio

FELIX D. ALMARAZ,JR.
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THE MILITARY PRESENCE ON THE GULF COAST. By William S. Coker, ed. Pensacola: Gulf Coast History and Humanities Conference, 1978. Pp. xvi, 1978.
I1Ius., maps, index.
ONE OF THE GREATEST CHALLENGES facing the organizers of scholarly symposia is
choosing an attractive and significant theme and then selecting papers which ensure a coherent program. Professor William S. Coker and his colleagues at the
University of West Florida succeeded admirably in their 1977 Conference. As a
result, the papers not only make individual contributions to our knowledge of the
military history of the Gulf Coast but they fit together to give us a basic narrative
of that history.
The papers,are organized into three groups-the Foreign Military which treats
the colonial period; the United States Military which summarizes the activities of
the services in the area during the past 175 years; and Military Education on the
Gulf Coast, a trio of-accounts delineating the present training activities of the services with emphasis on the installations in the Gulf region.
The colonial papers include David Hardcastle's "The Military Organization of
French Colonial Louisiana," which graphically recounts the difficulties of
French administrators in maintaining a semblance of French military power in
the great western preserve in the face of constant shortages of men and funds.
Robert Rae treats the equally great difficulties of the British Army in Florida between 1763 and 1781 from the standpoint of the soldiers unfortunate enough to
be stationed there, while W. James Miller gives a brighter story in his account of
the Spanish militia system in Louisiana and its successes against the British in
1779-81.
The five papers forming the second section are more disparate in their interests. General Edwin H. Simmons presents an overview of the service of the
Marine Corps in the Gulf Coast since 1777 while John K. Mahon focuses his
attention more narrowly in describing the activities of the Army in the period between 1789 and 1860. Professor Mahon further narrows his topic by concentrating on the Mobile-Pensacola area. The result is a very successful summary.
George F. Pearce traces the history of the Navy's presence at Pensacola from
1825 until 1914 after which Rear Admiral Fran McKee's banquet address, "A
Historical Sketch of the Naval Air Station Pensacola and Some Firsts in Naval
Aviation on the Gulf Coast," carries the story down to the present. The final
paper in the section is Robert Frank Futrell's account of training and operational
testing at Eglin Field during World War II, an interesting and valuable contribution to institutional and local history.
The final section of three papers depicting the present training activities of the
armed services in the area are by professional educationists. They are frightening
for they demonstrate the continuing drive of educational managers to substitute
training for education and gimmicks for teaching. Nevertheless, the book is a
worthy contribution to our knowledge of the military in the great crescent sweeping from Key West to Point Isabel.

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

K. JACK BAUER
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QUICHE CONQUEST: CENTRALISM AND REGIONALISM IN HIGHLAND GUATEMALAN
STATE DEVELOPMENT. By John W. Fox. Albuquerque: University of New MexicoPress, 1978. Pp. xii, 322. Illus., references, bibliog., index. $12.95.
QUICHE CONQUEST deals with the development of the Quiche conquest state in
the Late Postclassic and seeks "to correlate various forms of Quiche political
domination known from ethnohistory-enclaves of aristocratic administrators,
large Quiche colonies, and tributary relationships in material goods or military
service-with various kinds of Quiche influence evident in the settlement record"
(p.8). Since there is good ethnohistoric data available on the Quiche (due in large
part to the efforts of Dr. Robert Carmack) and because the Postclassic archaeological record is relatively well-preserved, the Quiche should offer an excellent test case for closely examining the growth of a conquest state. The specific
strategy here is to archaeologically identify the sites that were controlled by the
Quiche and mentioned in ethnohistoric documents, and then to examine the patterns of the ceremonial precincts before and after Quiche conquest and estimate
the "control" that the Quiche administration exerted.
The greater part of the book is simply descriptions of the sites that fell within
the realm of the Quiche. Starting with Utatlan (the final Quiche administrative
center), Fox works out from the original Quiche heartland and describes in
separate sections the ceremonial-administrative centers of the main areas of the
Quiche expansion. His archaeological information is based either on SUNYAlbany's recent surface surveys and testing or on earlier surveys and excavations
(such as Smith, Shook, and Guillemin). This information is presented in the form
of topographic and ecological highlights of the region, general site descriptions
and plans, the artifacts recovered or sampled (mainly ceramics), and architecture and settlement pattern descriptions. Here I must emphasize that by settlement pattern, Fox is dealing only with the arrangement of architecture in the
administrative-ceremonial precincts. Although the site plans are sometimes lacking in detail and accuracy, Fox is able to add to this archaeological information
with materials from surface surveys and the added resource of ethnohistoric data
provided by Carmack, Recinos, and Goetz. When he is able to utilize the different emphases of the archaeology and the ethnohistory (and note respective
distortions in both sets of data) is where the potential of such a large scale settlement study is best realized.
The study (as the subtitle implies) assesses in its conclusions the degree to
which an area maintained its own regional patterns and the degree to which
ceremonial architecture and layout were determined by the Quiche. Doing this
site by site is not as easy as it might sound for one must separate out all of the
"noise" of each individual site. The "demands" of the landform that the site is
located on, the past cultural influences-whether they be regional or EpisonalToltec, the availability of various building materials, and the economic diversity/
prosperity. of the region are only a few of the factors one must separate out before
"seeing" the Quiche influences. Until someone devises a measure for these factors, Fox's book will be useful for its comparisons of site to site and region to
region.
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The book's potential is not always realized. Fox's notion of the state is a
rudimentary version of Service's definition (footnote 9, p. 13), and the "urbanism" seems to refer to a ceremonial-political center rather than an economic
center area of population density. The two clearly cannot be entirely separated,
but the picture is one of an incipient theocratic chiefdom rather than the more
complex secular state that is often associated with the appearance of "cities."
Service's "Law of Evolutionary Potential" is used uncritically, and possibly inaccurately (p. 9). Centralization is "measured" by presence of fortifications,
social differentiation as an aspect of growth, and territorial organization. Only
the last is indisputably liked to centralization in the general sense posed by Fox
(p.8).

On the practical side, the maps (made with a Brunton compass) and sampling
data (usually undefined) may be sufficient for Fox's arguments here, but may
well be insufficient for future hypotheses. The book's potential of throwing the
Quiche data into the middle of the current "state" debates is weakened because
the data are not clear as to what kind of a state we are dealing with and whether,
therefore, we can accept the author's assertions concerning the highly organized
conquest states. It may be that it is simply premature, on the basis of archaeological evidence, to attempt this kind of synthesis.

University of Texas at Austin

RICHARD WILSHUSEN AND
RICHARDN. ADAMS

ACROSS THE CHICHIMEC SEA: PAPERS IN HONOR OF J. CHARLES KELLEY. Ed. by
Carroll L. Riley and Basil C. Hedrick. Carbondale, III.: Southern Illinois
University Press, 1978. Pp. xviii, 318. lIIus., notes, index. $15.00.
SOME HISTORIANS and anthropologists retain the misconception that in the past
there was a cultural dichotomy between Mexico and the southwestern United
States. If the fact that Mexicans continue to refer to that latter region as "the
Northwest" has not dispelled that notion, reading Across the Chichimec Sea
should.
The book, whose metaphorical title describes much of northern Mexico and
the American Southwest, consists of 18 papers delivered at a symposium honoring the retirement of one exemplary anthropological scholar of the region, Dr. J.
Charles Kelley. While many of the papers are purely archaeological, others
should hold more interest for historians.
The work is divided into three sections. Those essays grouped in "The Upper
Southwest" relate to possible Mesoamerican influences on the classic and now
well known ceramics of the Mimbres culture of southwestern Ne~ Mexico, to
broader regional relationships between the Southwest and Mesoamerica, to the
Spanish-Mexican presence in the Cochiti-Bandelier area, and to the role the now
abandoned pueblo of Pecos played in trade, especially to the south.
Part II, "The North Mexican Frontier," includes eight papers, all dealing with
the prehistory of north Mexican states of Sonora, Durango, Jalisco, Zacatecas
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and the West Coast. These range from examinations of paleoepidemiology,
salvage archaeology and ceremonial sites to current assessments of cultural
change and development in those regions. Historians interested in the region, as
much as archaeologists, can benefit from these proposals of development sequences; especially important are those by Beatriz Braniff C. and Richard Panes,
both of whom are working in Sonora.
In the final section, entitled "Mesoamericans and Spaniards in the Greater
Southwest," are five presentations, two of which are concerned solely with
history and the correct locations of three sixteenth century towns in Nueva
Espafia-Corazones in the Rio Yaqui drainage and Compostela and Culiacan
south of there. The other papers deal with some exciting archaeological
discoveries that relate "our" Southwest to Mexico. Several "high status" burials
that may be the remains of ancient Mesoamerican puchteca traders who died in
tenth and eleventh century Indian ruins are described, as are the now clear cut
Mexican influences in Chaco Canyon.
The "Chichimec Sea" has not in the past received the cultural treatment it has
deserved, except from a few dedicated Mexican and American scholars, most of
whom have contributed to this work. Thus, it is an important one and, in spite of
some unevenness of organization and weaknesses of a few papers (of which I am
sure those authors are aware), is a good contribution. All of us who are interested
in the area can benefit from the information it presents. It is well designed and
printed in a most readable type.

Grand Canyon National Park

ROBERT C. EULER

FORT BOWIE MATERIAL CULTURE. By Robert M. Herskovitz. Tucson: University
of Arizona Press, 1978. Anthropology Papers Number 31. Pp. ix, 161. Illus.,
notes, references, index. $5.95.
STUDIES OF U.S. ARMY MATERIAL CULTURE during the Indian Wars usually fall
into two categories, poorly researched collector/relic hunter handbooks and
reprints or studies of idealistic army specifications. The notable exceptions are
the Arizona Historical Society's excellent monograph series and "Fort Bowie
Material Culture."
In the latter, Robert Herskovitz extensively describes, illustrates and identifies
materials surface collected from Ft. Bowie, Arizona, by the. National Park Service in 1967 and 1968. Artifacts are divided into groupings of glass, leather,
ceramics, faunal remains and miscellaneous materials and analyzed in minute
detail. The illustrations and bibliography would justify the publication without
the statistical tabulations and concise histories of manufacturers. The single
source of data which the author failed to study is the army records at the National Archives. Correlation between Quartermaster Department supply records
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and actual artifacts would have proven enlightening. However, the rising cost of
obtaining access to these records on microfilm or visiting the National Archives
would tend to excuse this omission.
Now that the National Park Service has commissioned a commendable
historical study of the post ("Historical Report on Ft. Bowie, Arizona, 1962," by
Robert Utley) and a superb study of surface collections, it is hoped that they will
complete their efforts and invest in a detailed archaeological investigation of the
site and provide archaeologists and historians with a thorough analysis of a key
Indian Wars post.

Museum ofAlbuquerque

BYRON A. JOHNSON

GLIITERING MISERY: DEPENDENTS OF THE INDIAN FIGHTING ARMY. By Patricia
Stallard. San Rafael, Ca.: Presidio Press, 1978. Pp. x, 159. Illus., notes,
bibliog., index. $10.95.
THE BOOK UNDER REVIEW is a synthesis of the twenty-five or so memoirs and
reminiscences written by wives and children of the Old Army. In six chapters
Ms. Stallard chronicles the routine and not-so-routine lives of the officers' ladies,
enlisted men's wives, post laundresses, assorted other womenfolk occupying a
military camp, plus their children. There is also a chapter recounting the experience of eight Army dependents in a series of flamboyant courts-martials involving various charges of insult, incest, robbery and seduction.
Glittering Misery is a step in the right direction for both military and women's
history. It is well researched in archival and published primary sources, it is
readably written, and it is exactly what Ms. Stallard promises it to be in her
preface: " . . . a glimpse of the lives of these 'camp followers' [and] a starting
point for future research."
A criticism of the book is that the chapters are not only of irregular length but
also of uneven quality. The problem lies in the availability of source material, admittedlya factor not controllable by Ms. Stallard. Where there are a multitude of
sources, as in the case of the officers' wives, the chapter is strong. The treatment
of female household servants, daughters and wives of civilian employees, Indian
women and prostitutes is, however, limited because of a paucity of source
documents. Yet, one can wonder, inasmuch the memoirs of at least four army
wives, the Mmes. Baldwin, Alexander, Barnitz and Viele are oversighted in the
bibliography.
In summary, Glittering Misery fills a need in frontier military history for a
substantive book on family members of the Indian fighting Army. Ms. Stallard
does not consider her work definitive, and it is not, but it is certainly the best
book of its kind on the market today.

Gonzaga University

ROBERT C. CARRIKER
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WOMEN IN EDUCATION. By Virginia K. Whitney and Josephine Koogler. Wichita
Falls, Tx.: Nortex Press, 1977. Pp. viii, 234. Illus., index. $9.95.
THIS IS THE FIRST ATTEMPT to examine a long-neglected aspect New Mexico
history. Although public education (or a lack of it) in the territory had a great
deal to do with the statehood movement, and although there have been many
notable women involved in education in New Mexico, this field has been largely
ignored.
Whitney and Koogler have assumed a large task in their rather slim volume.
Women in Education is arranged in a loosely chronological order, which outlines
each period in the history of education, then profiles outstanding women during
those periods. Unfortunately, this method creates an uneven presentation. The
condition is aggravated by the presence of two authors, with two obviously different writing styles. Further problems arise with the inconsistent length and
quality of the profiles. Although some women receive adequate treatment, most
profiles are too sketchy, and leave this reader wishing that the subjects had been
more clearly portrayed.
At various points throughout the book, a footnote would have been desirable.
But there are neither footnotes nor a bibliography. Photographs likewise show no
citations. The index is limited primarily to names; no cross-referencing has been
attempted. The authors, thus, seem little concerned with the possible usefulness
of their work for future research.
Inadequacies are evident in other places as well. As examples, on pages 14 and
18, one notes a discrepancy between the twice-mentioned dates of the archbishopric of J. B. Salpointe. (In fact, the name is misspelled on page 14.)
Although Erna Fergusson died in 1964, page 216 finds her spoken of in the present tense. And wouldn't State Archivist Dr. Myra Ellen Jenkins be surprised to
learn that her tenure in that position ended in 1976 (page 49)?
New Mexico historians have long needed a comprehensive work on education,
carefully researched and written, which is both useful and enjoyable. We still
need that history..

Chaves County Historical Museum

MARTHA DURANT MEAD

BOOK NOTES
A spate of books has appeared recently concerning New Mexico
reminiscences and bringing back some hard-to-obtain research material.
Among them are Elliott S. Barker's Beatty's Cabin: Adventures in the Pecos
High Country (Santa Fe: William Gannon, 1977), priced at $6.95; Mogollon
Diary (EI Paso: Rio Bravo Press, 1977, $8.00), compiled and edited by
William Rakocy and Rosamond Shannon Jones; Roundup on the Pecos,
reminiscences of the Pecos Valley edited by Elvis Fleming and Minor
Huffman, published by the Chaves County Historical Society (Roswell, 1978);
and William Gannon's reprinting of The Resources of New Mexico, from the
edition prepared by the Bureau of Immigration for the Albuquerque
Territorial Fair held in 1881 (Santa Fe, 1973). Folklore has also received
attention with the issuance of Alice Bullock's The Squaw Tree: Ghosts,
Mysteries, and Miracles of New Mexico (Santa Fe: The Lightning Tree, 1978,
$9.95 cloth, $4.95 paper); and with the reprinting of Fray Angelico Chavez's
When the Santos Talked: A Retablo of New Mexico Tales (Santa Fe: William
Gannon, 1977), which first appeared in 1943 and includes the original
edition's Peter Hurd illustrations. Gannon has also issued a handsome reprint
of Paul Horgan's The Saintmaker's Christmas Eve (Santa Fe, 1978, $12.50).
Reprints have also aided the study of Western history generally in recent
months, witness the reappearance of Philip Ashton Rollins's The Cowboy: An
Unconventional History of Civilization on the Old- Time Cattle Range
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1979, $7.50). Rollins's study
first appeared in 1922. Dan L. Thrapp has compiled, edited, annotated, and
written an introduction for the dispatches of Charles Fletcher Lummis to the
Los Angeles Times concerning one of the wars on Geronimo in Dateline Fort
Bowie: Charles Fletcher Lummis Reports on an Apache War (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1979, $10.95). Robin Higham continues to
"spin off" publications from issues of his revivified Journal of the West, in this
case, Railroads of the West edited by Don L. Hofsommer (Sunflower
University Press, 1978, $8.00). Higham is to be commended for producing
theme issues which can be easily turned into handsomely illustrated softcover
collections, appropriate for secondary schools, buffs, and professionals.
Scholars, especially teachers, interested in urban history will welcome the
appearance in paperback of John and LaRee Caughey's Los Angeles:
Biography of a City (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1977, $6.95).
This comprehensive history received a warm welcome when it first appeared
a year earlier. Skipping from the center of everything to the middle of
nowhere, historians have also been exposed to the Nevada outback in the
reminiscences of Sarah E. Olds, Twenty Miles from a Match: Homesteading
in Western Nevada (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1978, $5.50).
Arnoldo De Leon, Assistant Professor of History at Angelo State University,
has recently published Apuntes Tejanos: An Index of Items Related to Mexican
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Americans in Nineteenth Century Texas (University Microfilms International,
1978, $14.25), the result of research sponsored by the Texas State Historical
Association. This is the first volume of a projected series, and indexes the San
Antonio Express (1869-1900) and the San Antonio Herald (1855-1878).
Those historians interested in the Borderlands will be aided through the
appearance of several new works on subjects which transcend the
international boundary. Loyola University Press, in connection with the
Institutum Historicum S.l. at the Vatican has published Charles E. Ronan's
biography of Francisco Javier Clavigero, S.J. (1731-1787), Figure of the
Mexican Enlightenment: His Life and Works (Chicago, 1977). Carlos B. Gil
has edited and introduced The Age of Porfirio Diaz: Selected Readings
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1977, $4.95), which gives a
more rounded view of the years of "Diazpotismo." Texas Tech's William
Curry Holden has analyzed the life, times, and impact of a late nineteenth
century spiritualist and healer, Teresa Urrea, who had a following on both
sides of the border, in Teresita (Owings Mills, Md.: Stemmer House, 1978,
$8.95). The illustrations of Jose Cisneros help bring to life the surroundings of
another phenomenon of the age of Diaz. Finally; those interested in things
cultural will be attracted to Anthony John Campos's Mexican Folk Tales
(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1977, $8.50 cloth, $3.95 paper).
New appearances of work in allied disciplines should also interest readers.
Susan Flader's professional biography of a pioneer conservationist, Thinking
Like a Mountain: Aldo Leopold and the Evolution of an Ecological Attitude
toward Deer, Wolves, and Forests appeared in paperback for the first time in
1978 (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, $4.50). Likewise, Florence and
Robert Lister's appraisal of Earl Morris and Southwestern Archaeology was
reprinted nine years after its first appearance by the University of New
Mexico Press (Albuquerque, 1977, $3.95), in cooperation with the Southwest
Parks and Monuments Association.
Proposals to develop historically oriented recreational facilities have
resulted in the publication of A Study of an Historical Trail through Tijeras
Canyon, done for the Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Planning Department in
1978 by Eleanor A. Mitchell. The study, available from the Planning
Department, assesses both the physical and social environment of the proposed
trail.
A recent book on Pueblo Indian arts will also stimulate readers. The
Museum of New Mexico Press in 1978 issued its 'guidebook on Pueblo
Weaving and Textile Arts written by the curator of the museum's Laboratory
of Anthropology, Nancy Fox. Like all of the museum's guidebook series,
Pueblo Weaving is well produced and illustrated.

